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Oversea Trade of United Kingdom Shows Decline in 1952 


Cuts imposed by Government reduced imports nearly || 
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Transfer of Export Licenses 


OIT revised on July 31, 1952, the 
regulations covering the transfer of 
licenses. It was determined at the 
same time to adhere more strictly to 
the provisions governing the transfers 
of licenses. 


These provisions permit a transfer of 
an outstanding license in three specific 
cases and in one general instance. They 
are: 

@ If there is no change in the identity 
of the licensee, but merely @ change in 
the name under which the licensee 
legally does business. 


@ If the transaction is to be carried 
out by the parent or subsidiary cor- 
porations of the licensee. 


@ Cases in connection with the sale 
or merger of the licensee’s business. 


@ A broad exception based upon hard- 
ship resulting if transfer is not per- 
mitted. This last provision requires 
complete documentation before consid- 
eration will be given. 

In nearly every case the license hold- 
er has the alternative of returning his 
license for cancellation together with 
an application for a new license filed by 
the new exporter, rather than request- 
ing the transfer. Transfer is not an 
essential procedure and a hardship is 
seldom involved if it is denied. 

In the past, it was recognized that 
participation in a tight export quota 





Phlippine Imports Still 


The import balance in Philippine for- 
eign trade continued with little change 
during the first 10 months of 1952, ac- 
cording to data of the Bureau of Cen- 
sus and Statistics. 


Total merchandise imports were 
valued at 745,851,882 pesos and exports 
at 591,917,487 pesos. The excess of im- 
ports thus amounted to 153,934,395 
pesos. (1 peso= US$0.50). The trade bal- 
ance was smaller in the corresponding 
period of 1951; imports were valued at 
774,730,768 pesos, exceeding exports by 
42,413,057 pesos. 

Reflecting the lower level of trade in 
1952 as compared with 1951, the official 
statistics indicated a fall of 19.8 per- 
cent in export receipts and a decline of 
3.7 percent in payments for imports. 


would be lost if OIT did not grant the 
request for transferring the license. In 
such instances OIT exercised leniency 
in approving requests for transfer, 
However, with the easing of the tight 
supply situation in nearly all com- 
modities, this possible hardship situa- 
tion has been all but eliminated. 


Therefore, as a result of the study 
and revision of the transfer provisions, 
requests for license transfers must 
adhere to the limits set forth above for 
the effective enforcement of the Export 
Control law. 


When requesting transfer of licenses, 
the license holder must attach a Form 
IT-763, “Request for and Notice of 
Amendment Action,” plus additional 
documentation in the form of a letter, 
signed by the person to whom the trans- 
fer is to be made. 


This letter must contain three types 
of information: (1) a certification by 
the transferee to the effect that he is 
authorized and obligated by law to 
carry out the transactions involved in 
the license; (2) a statement as to 
whether any consideration has been or 
will be paid for the transfer; and (3) 
a statement that the new license holder 
has an order or accepted order from 
the ‘foreign purchaser named on the 
license. 





Exceed Exports 


Aithough a larger import balance ex- 
isted during the first 10 months of 1952 
as compared with 1951, a surplus of 
$3,500,000 was maintained on the bal- 
ance of foreign exchange receipts and 
disbursements for the period. This favor- 
able relation was in sharp contrast to 
the excess of $31,300,000 in disburse- 
ments over receipts during the period 
January-October 1951. The 1952 balance 
accrued principally because of continued 
U. S. Government expenditures and a 
reduction in Philippine payments for in- 
visibles. 

A significant trade development in 
October was a rise in the prices of ma- 
jor Philippine export commodities. The 
leading price increases were those of 
copra, coconut oil, and. abaca, which 
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rose by 24.8, 23.8, and 15.9 percent, re- 
spectively, as compared with September 
prices. 

The steady downward trend of the 
wholesale price index for export goods, 
falling from 251.9 in January to 217.6 in 
September, was sharply reversed in Oc- 
tober when the index rose to 252.7. (The 
index is compiled by the Central Bank 
with 1937 as the base.)—-Emb., Manila. 
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Imports. Reduced 11 Percent 





British Foreign Trade Shows Decline 


- Despite an upturn in the value of goods reexported from Britain 
in 1952, the total value of United Kingdom exports and imports de- 


dined from the 1951 record high. 


The President of the Board of Trade indicated in July that 
the import cuts imposed by the Government during the preceding 8 


months would reduce imports in 1952 
to £3,500,000,000. Imports in 1951 
amounted to £3,904,000,000 and provi- 
sional statistics of Britain’s oversea 
frade in 1952 show that imports in that 
year reached £3,481,000,000, a fall of 
nearly 11 percent from the 1951 peak. 

Exports in 1952 totaled £2,550,000,000, 
a decrease of 1 percent compared with 
1951, while reexports increased by £17,- 
000,000 and amounted to £144,000,000. 

With imports falling to a far greater 
extent than exports in 1952, the unfa- 
yorable and large excess. of imports 
over exports that occurred in 1951 was 
reduced substantially. This trade gap, 
which totaled £1,197,000,000 in 1951, 
fell to £788,000,000 in 1952. 


Nonsterling Deficit Down 


Nearly all of the decline in imports 
in 1952 was in those from the nonsterl- 
ing area, while Britain’s exports to 
those countries were about 2 percent 
higher and exports to sterling coun- 
tries declined. As a result, Britain’s 
trade gap with nonsterling countries 
was reduced from £1,137,000,000 in 1951 
to a provisional £620,000,000 in 1952. 
The United Kingdom’s trade deficit with 
the sterling area increased from £70,- 
000,000 to £170,000,000. 

‘Although import prices had been fall- 





French Electricity Output 
Shows Increase in 1952 


French electric-power production dur- 
ing 1952 reached 40.2 billion kw.-hr., 
according to provisional statistics re- 
leased recently by the Ministry for 
Commerce and Industry. This figure 
compares favorably with 38.3 billion 
kw.-hr. in 1951 and 18.9 billion in 1938. 

The increase was attributed largely 
to the development of more hydroelec- 
tric power, especially under the Monnet 
Plan. Total hydroelectric power produc- 
tion rose from 21.2 billion to 23.1 bil- 
lon kw.-hr. between 1951 and 1952. New 
hydroelectric projects completed in 1952, 
moreover, permitted hydroelectric power 
reserves to rise from 1.5 billion to 2.8 
billion kw.-hr. in that year. 

As a consequence of these develop- 
Ments, the Ministry observed, the 
present power situation in France is 
Considered satisfactory, although build- 
ing efforts must be continued if future 
demands are to be met, 
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ing throughout the year, the average 
import price for the year 1952 was only 
slightly below that for 1951. As a 
result, most of the decrease in imports 
in 1952 was due to a falling off in vol- 
ume rather than in price. There was, 
in fact, a decline of nearly 10 percent 
in the volume of goods imported in 
1952 as compared with 1951, but the 
volume -of imports in 1952 was still 
about 3 percent higher than in 1950. 

Much of the drop in imports was 
caused by the restrictions imposed in 
November 1951 and March 1952 on the 
import of miscellaneous foods and man- 
ufactured goods and certain raw ma- 
terials. Lower consumption of some 
other important raw materials, how- 
ever, supplemented the import restric- 


tions in greatly decreasing oversea 
purchases. 


Cotton Import Decline Large 

While British imports of food, bev- 
erage, and manufactured items de- 
clined in 1952, there was a particularly 
large drop in the import of raw ma- 
terials. Imports of raw cotton and waste 
accounted for nearly a third of the 
total fall in the value of imports in 
1952. Particularly sharp was the de- 
crease in cotton buying from Egypt 
and Brazil. 

Imports of wood and timber, wool, 
rubber, and paper and paper products 
showed marked declines from the 1951 
levels. Lower imports of textile mate- 
rials and rubber reflected the falling 
off in demand for these goods. 

Nevertheless, the value of several 
items imported in 1952 increased con- 
siderably over that in 1951, This was 
particularly true of metals and manu- 
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facturers and machinery, mainly ma- 
chine tools. Many of these imports were 
vitally needed by Britain’s rearmament 
and export industries. 


The large upturn in Britain’s oversea 
purchases of crude petroleum came 
about as a result of the increase in 
refinery capacity in Britain, and these 
imports more than offset the sharp 
drop in the import of refined petroleum. 


Export Value Drops Slightly 

The British press called considerable 
attention throughout 1952 to the fact 
that oversea markets were turning from 
sellers’ to buyers’ markets and that 
Britain was meeting stronger competi- 
tion from other exporting countries. In 
addition to thése unfavorable trends, 
many of Britain’s- traditional sterling 
markets proved difficult because of the 
import restrictions imposed for balance- 
of-payments reasons. 

Despite these factors, the value of 
exports dropped only slightly in 1952, 
largely, because of the over-all rise in 
export prices. It is estimated that the 
volume of United Kingdom exports in 


1952 fell by about 6 percent below the 
1951 level. 


There was a sharp and important 
improvement in coal, iron and steel, 
and machinery shipments in 1952; how- 
ever, these increases were not large 
enough to offset the decline in textile 
exports. Textile sales were especially 
low to the Union of South Africa and 
Australia in 1952 as compared with 
1951. 

The fall in wool reexports just about 
halved the increase in export earnings 
from rubber and nonferrous metals and 
manufactures. 





Canada Rejects Irrigation 
Plan for Saskatchewan 


The report of the Royal Commission 
on the Southern Saskatchewan irriga- 
tion plan was tabled by the Prime 
Minister in the Canadian House of 
Commons on January 19. 

This plan would Have provided a 
number of dams on the Saskatchewan 
River to irrigate about 455,000 acres in 
the dry core of Southern Saskatchewan. 
It would have created a 135-mile-long 
artificial lake as a reservoir and pro- 
vided 150,000 horsepower, at an esti- 
mated cost of $250,000,000. 

The Commission condemned the plan 
as uneconomical and recommended 
that the Federal Government consider 
instead a chain of smaller and less 
costly irrigation and land reclamation 
schemes. 
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Australian Industry. in Better Position 


Australia was in a more favorable economic position in the closing 
quarter of 1952 than at any other time during the year, which was 


generally marked by uncertainty. 


Manufacturers Were aided by increased output of nearly all basic 
materials and fuel, although production costs remained high. Oversea 


trade during the October-December 
quarter continued to show a favorable 
surplus, reflecting the firm prices and 
steady oversea demand for wool and the 
effectiveness of Australia’s exchange 
controls in holding imports to a mini- 
mum, 

The drive for increased production 
of essential raw materials has been an 
important factor. Now most items are 
readily available to satisfy most domes- 
tie demands—the result of higher pro- 
duction plus a fall in demand which 
accompanied the recent business re- 
cession. 

Consequently, the current position is 
a complete reversal from the basic 
material shortages experienced in Aus- 
tralia during most of the postwar years. 
‘The output of coal is, for the first 
time in several years, more than ade- 
quate for domestic requirements, ex- 
cept for gas making, and export markets 
are being sought. Australian production 
of most types of iron and steel is suf- 
ficient to satisfy domestic requirements 
and at the end of 1952 was running 
at a rate 20 percent greater than in 
1951. In the past year, manufacturing 
industries experienced the advantage 
of continuity of production uninter- 
rupted by major labor disputes. 


Production Costs Remain High 


Though Australian national income 
has declined from its phenominally high 
level in 1950-51, there has been no 
corresponding decline in production 
costs. In many instances industrial pro- 
duction costs have remained geared to 
the 1951 sellers’ market and high costs 
have perpetuated high prices. Consumer 
resistance to high prices is now a sub- 
stantial obstacle to greater production, 
and the output of such items as paint, 
refrigerators, stoves, cotton and wool 
yarns, shirts, and shoes has declined. 

Wage rates are the main element in 
high production costs. The basic wage 
rose 30 percent in 1950-51, 23 percent 
in 1951-52, and a further 5 percent in 
the first quarter of 1952-53. Many critics 
contend that Australia’s expansion in 
secondary industries has drawn too 
heavily -upon capital and manpower at 
the expense of primary production. 
Furthermore, the recent experience re- 
sulting from the decline in economic 
activtity and a growing consumer re- 


sistence to high prices raises doubt as 


to whether a sufficient demand can be 
maintained for the products of all the 
industries which envisage expansion in 
1953. 

Australia had a favorable balance of 


5 





merchandise trade amounting to A£156,- 
000,000 in the July-December half of the 
1952-53 fiscal year, comparéd with a 
deficit of A£216,000,000 in the corres- 
ponding period of 1951-52. This im- 
proved position was achieved principally 
through more favorable trade with the 
sterling and other nondollar areas as 
a result of reduced imports, since trade 
with the dollar area showed deficits in 
both the above periods. 

Agricultural and pastoral conditions 
were excellent in the fourth quarter of 
1952 and prospects for increased exports 
of wheat, dairy products, and meats im- 
proved. The official estimate of this 
season’s. wheat crop has been raised to 
163,000,000 bushels, and the Australian 
Wheat Board announced that it would 
partially restore the export quota from 
60,000,000 to 80,000,000 bushels under 
the International Wheat Agreement. 
Dairy and meat producers were also op- 
timistic about the current season, and 
it is possible that butter output may 
reach 160,000 long tons, as against 132,- 
000 last season, and that exports of 
meat may be double last year’s small 
figure. 


The first half of the 1952-53 wool . 


selling season ended in December, and 
graziers were pleased with the stability 
of the market and prices offered. If 


wool prices retain present levels the 
proceeds for the full season should be 
about A£360,000,000, or considerably 
above the 1951-52 year. Solid buying 
by the United Kingdom, other European 
countries, Japan, and the United States 
featured the October-December sales, 
and the quality of the clip sold was 
excellent. As economic conditions in 
Australia are largely governed by the 
size of wool export earnings, the cur- 
rent steadiness of prices has been an 
important factor in restoring confidence, 


Investment Capital Required 


Australia is vitally interested in ex. 
ploring means and methods of obtain. 
ing additional investment capital to 
continue work on some important devel- 
opment projects. Many State and Fed- 
eral projects are at a stage requiring 
heavy expenditure to carry them for- 
ward or bring them to completion. 

The Government probably will at- 
tempt to devise measures to encourage 
a greater flow of domestic savings, 
principally by following a strict policy 
of anti-inflation. Australia’s ability to 
attract oversea investments is closely 
associated with a more effective reduc. 
tion of its production costs and assur- 
ance that production will be on an eco- 
nomic. basis. 


The Prime Minister will probably 
urge the Loan Council at its next meet- 
ing to establish some system of priority 
in the financing of development projects. 
However, the Federal Government, un- 
der the Australian Constitution, can- 


(Continued on Page 22) 





A law recently enacted by the 
Lower House of the German Parlia- 
ment gives legal recognition to claims 
for pension payments filed prior to 
March 31, 1953, by former employees 
of the German public service who 
now reside abroad. The law, known 
as “Law Concerning the Redress of 
National Socialist Wrongs to Former 
Employees of the Public Service Re- 
siding Abroad,” also established the 
machinery and conditions under 
which such claims may be entéred 
and satisfied. 

In brief, the law provides that 
former employees of the German 
public service with legal or perma- 
nent residence abroad pre-dating 
May 23, 1949, may file their claims 
for pensions through the Diplomatic 
Mission of the Federal Republic of 
Germany in the country of residence. 

Claimants in the United States 
may submit their applications for 
redress to the Diplomatic Mission of 





Former German Public Servants Must File Claims 
For Pension Payments Before March 31, 1953 


the Federal Republic of Germany, 
1742. R. Street, NW., Washington, 
D. C., prior to March 31, 1953. In 
view of the imminent deadline, 
claimants are advised to communi- 
cate with the Diplomatic Mission 
without delay. 

The law makes provision only for 
payment of benefits into blocked ac- 
counts in the Federal Republic. The 
transfer of such benefits abroad is 
subject to existing foreign-exchange 
control regulations. However, ‘an 
administrative regulation recently 
issued by the Federal Ministry of 
Economics establishes regulations for 
the transfer of such benefits out of 
Germany. It is suggested that claim- 
ants to such pension payments in- 
quire of the Diplomatic Mission of 
the Federal Republic of Germany re- 
garding the possibility of transferring 
their funds to the United States and 
the procedure to be followed in 
effecting such transfers. 
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Backlog of Drafts 


Higher in Brazil 


The backlog of drafts owed U. S. ex- 
porters rose slightly further during De- 
cember as an increase of 2.2 million 
dollars in Brazilian drafts outstanding 


raised that country’s indebtedness to a 


mew high of 202.9 million dollars,- the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York has 
reported in its 15-bank survey. New 
drawings on Brazilian importers as 
well as drafts paid by them rose mod- 
erately to 7.1 million and 4.9 million, 
respectively. 

The draft collection experience for the 


. rest of Latin America taken asa group 


showed continued improvement during 
December, the amount of drafts paid 
increasing over the previous month by 
approximately 5.0 million to 29.2 million 
dollars. 

The improvement was particularly no- 
ticeable in Chile and Uruguay, where 
there was a rise not only in the dollar 
volume of draft payments but also in 
the percentage of items paid promptly. 
Increased wool and meat exports from 
Uruguay and substantial copper ship- 
ments by Chile may account in large 
measure for the better collection experi- 
ence with these two countries. 

New drafts drawn on importers in 
Latin American countries other than 
Brazil also increased, by 6.7 million, to 
almost 30 million dollars, thus offsetting 
the effect of the larger draft payments. 
The aggregate indebtedness of Latin 
American countries other than Brazil 
rose by only 0.8 million to a total of 
72.0 million dollars. 

Confirmed letters of credit outstand- 
ing in favor of American exporters de- 
clined by 15.0 million dollars in Decem- 
ber to 156.9 million, the lowest amount 
since July 1950, ie., immediately after 
the outbreak of the Korean conflict. 
This over-all decline reflected principally 
the substantial fall of 8.8 million dollars 
reported for Brazil and more moderate 
reductions for Chile, Mexico, and Pana- 
ma. In some countries, notably Brazil, 
a shortage of dollar exchange was large- 
ly responsible for this decline in letter- 
of-credit financing; in the other Latin 
American countries as a group, however, 
it probably indicated some slackening of 


import demand. 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


German Dollar Position Markedly 
Advanced; Trade Increase Large 


The gold and dollar holdings of Western Germany’s central bank 
rose from $365,000,000 on December 31, 1951, to $612,000,000 as of 


December 15, 1952. 


Of the total increase of $247,000,000, receipts of dollars from the 
European Payments Union accounted for $153,000,000. Receipts of 


dollars from U. S. agencies in Germany 
accounted for most of the balance. 


The December 1952 reserves of gold 
and dollars are equivalent to the value 
of about 2 months’ imports. The Bank 
Deutscher Laender considers this insuf- 
ficient, pointing to the fact that the 
average value of the gold and dollar 
holdings of all major industrialized 
countries except the United States was 
equal to about 3 months’ imports at the 
end of 1951 and 6 months’ imports in 
1937. 

Western Germany’s total trade in 
1952 showed a substantial incréase over 
1951 on both the export and import side. 
During the first 11 months of 1952, ex- 
ports totaled about $3,600,000,000, a 
rise of 17 percent over the value of 
exports in the corresponding period of 
1951. 

Part of the increase was due to price 
rises, although since May 1952 the 
prices of German exports have con- 
formed to the general downward move- 
ment in world market prices. By vol- 
ume, exports are estimated to have 
risen 7 percent. Imports for the first 
11 months of 1952 totaled about $3,450,- 
000,000, a rise of about 8 percent over 
1951 in value but almost 13 percent in 
volume, 


Trade Shows Export Surplus 


Total foreign trade in 1952 shows an 
export surplus for the first time since 
the war. The surplus is estimated at 
about $120,000,000. This development 
is attributable at least in part to a 
favorable movement in Germany’s 
terms of trade, ie., a decline in the 
prices of Germany’s imports relative to 
export prices. 

Imports financed by foreign aid de- 
clined from about $430,000,000 in 1951 
to about $100,000,000 in the first 11 
months of 1952. 

Total imports rose sharply in the last 
quarter of 1952 because of seasonal and 





About 3.6 percent of Danish farm 
families have mechanical refrigerators, 


and an equal percentage have deep- 


freeze apparatus, according to official 
estimates based on a partial census of 
farms in rural communities in Septem- 
ber 1952. Farms within the corporate 
limits of towns were not included in the 
survey. 

Of: about 202,000 farm households, 


1,300 have refrigerators ranging in size 
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Danish Farms Surveyed for Refrigeration Equipment 


from 125 liters to 335 liters average 
capacity, according to the size of the 
family in the household. Deep-freeze 
units are owned by 7,200 families and 
range in average size from 135 liters to 
284 liters capacity. 

Only about one-half of these house- 
holds have both refrigerator and deep- 
freeze units, however, and about one- 
third of those having refrigerators only 
have access to communal deep-freeze 
facilities, 





other factors. The most important of 
these was the decision by the British 
Government to permit its traders to sell 
goods from the dollar area against pay- 
ment in sterling. These transactions 
were approved for a relatively short 
time; the practice has since been 
discontinued. 

German traders hastened to take ad- 
vantage of this opportunity to procure 
dollar goods and, as a result, purchases 
by German traders against payment to 
the sterling area rose from about $40,- 
000,000 in August to about $77,000,000 
in November. These special purchases, 
together with a doubling of German 
imports from _ Belgium-Luxembourg, 
resulted in EPU deficits in October and 
November, the first since early 1951. 

On the other hand, the dollar balance 
of payments showed a surplus in the 
last quarter of the year. Special pur- 
chases of dollar goods from the sterling 
area reduced direct dollar payments on 
merchandise account, and exports to the 
dollar area improved. In November, the 
dollar balance of payments showed a 
surplus of $30,000,000, of which $18,000,- 
000 represented the exchange of dollars 
by U. S. agencies in Germany. 

With trading partners other than dol- 
lar and EPU countries, the Federal Re- 
public continued to have an export sur- 


(Continued on Page 9) 


Federal Republic of 


Germany Floats Loan 


The Federal Republic of Germany 
has offered for subscription its first 
postwar loan, a bond issue of 500,000,000 
Deutsche marks ($120,000,000), redeem- 
able after 5 years. 

The bonds, issued at 98 percent of 
par, bear 5 percent interest which is 
exempt from all income taxes in ac- 
cordance with the recently promul- 
gated law on the reform of the capital 
market. In addition, income used for 
subscription to these bonds is tax ex- 
empt if the bonds are not sold or trans- 
ferred within 3 years. 

Four-fifths of the loan was taken up 
by a group of banks headed by the 
Bank of Deutscher Laender. The re- 
maining 100,000,000 Deutsche marks 
were offered to the public between De- 
cember 11, 1952; and January 17, 1953. 
Because of the tax privileges granted, 
it was expected that this balance would 
be readily taken up.—HICOG, Bonn. 











ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Tourist Travel Being 
- Promoted in Lebanon 


Observers in Lebanon are looking to 
increased tourist traffic as a means of 
ameliorating balance-of-payments diffi- 
culties confronting that country. 


They point out that Lebanon is un- 
usually favored with historic sites and 
that although the amount of foreign 
exchange earned by tourism is already 
significant, additional progress could be 
made. 

Official estimates indicate total reve- 
nue from foreign and domestic travel 
to have been L£150,000,000 (L£3.5—$1) 
in 1951, or 18 percent of the national in- 
come. More illustrative of the tourist 
industry's significance is the capital in- 
vestment in hotels, restaurants, travel 
agencies, cafes, and cabarets. Approxi- 
mately. L£150,000,000 has been invested 
in this manner; and the return on this 
capital has averaged L£41,000,000 an- 
nually. About 10,000 Lebanese with 
earnings of L£20,000,000 a year are em- 
ployed to facilitate the area’s tourist 
trade. 

The most striking feature of the 
preceding figures is that 26 percent of 
the tourist revenue for 1951 was in 
foreign exchange; and this income sub- 
stantially reduced Lebanon’s current 
accounts deficit. 

The government and private business 
thoroughly recognize the key position of 
tourism in the Lebanese economy, Plans 
are being made for staging a gala home- 
coming festival in 1954. Sponsored by 
the President of the Republic, the im- 








Netherlands Industries 
Unaffected by Flood 


In order to prevent misappre- 
hensions about the effects of the 
recent flood on production of 
Netherlands industries, the Neth- 
erlands Ministry of Economic Af- 
fairs has issued the following 
statement to the press: 


“Netherlands industry has not 
been interrupted by the floods, as 
very few plants are located in the 
stricken area. Production is con- 
tinuing and orders will be ac- 
cepted and filled as usual. The 
flooded area in the Netherlands’ 
southwestern part is primarily 
devoted to agriculture.” 











mediate purpose would be to attract 
tourists; and at the same time induce- 
ments would be offered the visitors to 
invest in the country’s economy. 


Lebanese hopes are high that with in- 
tensive promotion and proper develop- 
ment the country’s foreign exchange 
earnings from tourism will increase 
from about L£40,000,000 in 1951 to 
L£60,000,000 within the next 5 years. 


Local observers, however, caution 
against the unqualified conclusion that 
Lebanon’s deficit in its current inter- 
national account would be completely 
eliminated by increased tourist reve. 
nues, for a substantial rise in income 
undoubtedly would intensify demand 
for imports. : 





IBRD Loans to Commonwealth Approved 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development has made 
the following announcement: The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer of the United 
Kingdom (Mr. R. A. Butler) has in- 
formed the House of Commons that the 
Government of the United Kingdom has 
agreed to make a substantial amount 
of sterling available for lending by the 
Bank on suitable projects in the Com- 
monwealth countries of the sterling 
area. The Chancellor stated that it was 
the intention that the sterling should 
come from the United Kingdom sub- 
scription to the capital stock of the 
Bank. 


The president of the Bank stated that 
the arrangements which had been dis- 
cussed between the United Kingdom and 
the Bank envisaged funds of the order 
of £60,000,000 (equivalent to $168 mil- 
lion) as suitable projects were forth- 
coming. Such funds would be disbursed 
by the Bank over a period of at least 
6 years. “Actual disbursement of loan 
funds,” explained the president, “takes 
place as the execution of the project 
progresses, and normally a loan is not 
fully disbursed until several years after 
the actual loan commitment is made. 
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“These arrangements are a demon- 
stration of the part that can be played 
by non-dollar capital in world economic 
development. The availability of non- 
dollar capital to the Bank can enlarge 
the Bank’s lending operations, especially 
in countries whose foreign exchange 
earnings and capacity to repay external 
debt are mainly in currencies other than 
dollars.” 


The Bank obtains its lendable funds 
from two main sources: From the capi- 
tal subscriptions of its member govern- 
ments and from the sale of Bank secu- 
rities in the capital markets of the 
world. The consent of a member gov- 
ernment is, however, necessary before 
the Bank can use that part of a mem- 
ber’s capital subscription paid up in 
domestic currency, or before the Bank 
can raise funds by a sale of its own 
securities in a member’s capital market. 

Previously, the United Kingdom has 
released to the Bank approximately £4.1 
million from its sterling subscription of 
about £83.6 million. In addition, with 
the consent of the United Kingdom 
Treasury, the Bank raised sterling from 
the sale of £5 million of its securities in 
the London market in May 1951, 


IBRD Net Income $7.6 
Million in 6 Months 


The International Bank for Recon. 
struction and Development has reported 
a net income of $7,639,743 for the 
6-month period ended December 31, 
1952, compared with $8,071,486 for the 
like period of 1951. Gross income, ex. 


clusive of loan commissions, was $20, . 


696,715 compared with $16,637,921, 
The net income was placed in the 
Supplemental Reserve Against Losseg 
on Loans and Guaranties, increasing thig 
reserve to $65,667,843. 
sions, which amounted to $4,536,682, 


were credited to the Bank’s Special Re- 
serve, as required by the Articles of 
Agreement, increasing this reserve to 
$32,221,336. Total reserves on Decem- 
ber 31, 1952, were $97,889,179. 


During the second quarter of the fis- 
cal year, the 3 months ended December 
31, 1952, the Bank floated two bond is- 
sues: $60 million 19-year 3% percent 
bonds due October 15, 1971, and 50,000,- 
000 Swiss franc 3% percent 10-year 
bonds due December 1, 1962. Expenses 
for the 3-month period, totaling $7,885,- 
582, included bond issuance and other 
financial expenses of $2,331,480 in con- 
nection with the two issues. In the 
comparable period of 1951 such charges 
were nominal, 


Six Loans Total $112 Million 


During the 6-month period ended De- 
cember 31, the Bank made six loans to- 
taling $112,133,464 in Australia, Colom- 
bia, Finland, Iceland, India, and Peru. 
These loans increased total loans signed 
by the Bank to $1,524,266,464. Disburse- 
ments on loans were $120,004,529, bring- 
ing total disbursements to $996,508,662 
on December 31, 1952. 


Repayments of principal were received 
from borrowers as due; they totaled 
$514,432. During the 6-month period, 
the Bank also sold to private investors 
$9,293,220 of securities from its loan 
portfolio: $4,978,400 with its guaranty 
and $4,314,820 without. These transac- 
tions brought total portfolio sales té 
$65,669,908: $46,477,401 with the Bank’s 
guaranty, and $19,192,507 without. 

France gave the Bank permission to 
use French francs equivalent to $180,000 
from its paid-in franc subscription to 
the Bank’s capital for any loan the 
Bank has made to Iceland. Italy gave 
similar permission for the use of its lira 
subscription in an’ amount equivalent to 
$519,000 for any loans made to Turkey. 
Sweden approved the use of 18,000,000 
Swedish crowns ($3,479,464) from its 
paid-in subscription for the supplemen- 
tal loan to Finland for the wood-prod- 
ucts industries, signed in November 
1952, 
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Cuba Establishes New Luxury Taxes 


Cuba has established new luxury taxes on a wide variety of com- 
modities, including luxury textiles, jewelry, cosmetics, furniture, furs, 


leather goods, cameras, and watches. 


The new legislation, law-decree No. 639 effective February 1, re- 
peals all prior legislation relative to luxury taxes, including the luxury 


‘tax section of law-decree No. 613 of 


December 1952 (Foreign Commerce 


* Weekly, Jan. 26, 1953, p. 5). 


Three methods of collecting the tax, 
with bases for the impost of each 
method, are provided, as follows: 


@ On imported articles the tax will 
be collected at customhouses, will be 
levied on the value of the merchandise 
as it leaves the customhouse, and will 
be paid simultaneously with customs 
duties. The value of the merchandise 
ex-customhouse includes the value as 
stated in the commercial and consular 
invoices, consular fees, freight, insur- 
ance, and other costs of importation, 
plus customs duties and other charges 
collectible at the customhouse, including 
the gross sales tax. 


@ On articles of national manufacture 
the tax will be collected at the pro- 
duction center on the value of the sale, 
exchange, or transfer made by the pro- 
ducer. 


@ For goods on which the tax be- 
Comes due at time of distribution by a 
retailer or salesman in Cuba, it will be 
collected at the transferer’s domicile on 
the value of the sale, exchange, or trans- 
fer, whether such transaction be a sale 
pure and simple, or on credit, on terms, 
or conditional, or even if at the time 
of the transaction or prior to its con- 
summation a rental contract on the 
articles was concluded. 


Articles taxable at time of distribu- 
tion, as specified in the latter method, 
will be taxed at 2 percent. 


These articles are as follows: 


Television sets of all kinds; refrigerators 
& cu. ft. capacity and larger. for domestic 
use; radio receivers, with or without annexed 
combinations at prices exceeding $100; 
freezers of all kinds for domestic use; 
mechanical washing machines, dryers, and 
jroners for domestic use, at prices exceed- 
0; apparatus for recording on metallic 
tape or by other means, for domestic use, 
and accessories and spare parts therefore; 
and decorative stoves of any price; 
air-conditioning apparatus, spare parts, and 
accessories, for domestic or private use; high- 
fashion feminine apparel for which the sale 
price per unit exceeds $100. 


Articles taxable at customhouses or 
at centers of national production, as 
Specified in the first two methods, and 


the percentage rates for each, are as 
follows: 


Stone, Clay, Earth, and Glass Products 


Marble, jasper, or alabaster, in sculptures, 
h and low relief, and other articles, such 
aS vases and urns. worked or chiseled, to 

used as ornaments, 15 percent. 

Glass or crystal in ornaments or fancy 
articles, 10. 

Imitations ef pearls, fine or precious stones, 
and enamels, 15. 

Bath tile, plinths, facing tile for wall 

S, cornices, balusters, capitals, and simi- 
lar building articles, decorated in gold, or 
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metallic reflections, or relief, in one or 
more colors, 4 2 

Objects of fine clay pottery, gilded or 
painted. 10. 

Earthenware objects except tableware, not 
painted, gilded, or in relief but which 
constitute ornaments, 10. 

All earthenware objects, pees gilded, 
or with ornaments in relief, 15. 


Porcelain objects of all kinds, not painted, 
gilded, or in relief, 10 


Porcelain objects of all kinds, painted, 
gilded, or in relief, ’ 
Figures, flower holders, vases, high and 


low relief, toilet articles, and bric-a-brac, of 
- clay, earthenware, stoneware, or bisque, 
0 


The same articles, of porcelain, 15. 
Metal Manufacturers 


Gold and platinum and their alloys, in 
jewelry, with or. without precious stones 
or pearls; silver in jewelry with precious 
stones or pearls; and precious stones, pearls, 
or seed pearls, mounted or not, 20. 

Gold, platinum, or palladium, worked or 
manufactured in sheets and plates, or their 
alloys in any form or object, 20. 

Silver in jewelry, not having precious 
stones or pearls; and silver worked in any 
other forms or articles, 10. : 

Gold-plated and silver-plated objects of all 
kinds, and _ gold-plated and_ silver-plated 
jewelry, with or without precious stones, 
and their imitations, except gold-plated and 
silver-plated metal objects for footwear, the 
value of which exceeds $5, 5. 

Furniture and other objects of cast iron, 
enameled, tinned, or with coatings or orna- 
ments of other metals or porcelain, 5. 

Short firearms and parts, 7 : 

Hunting weapons and spare parts, 20. 

Furniture of aluminum or nickel or their 
evs. combined or not with other materials, 


Cosmetics 


Toilet waters, lotions, oils, pomades, cos- 
metics, hair restorers and tonics, and other 
similar articles, the imported value of which 
exceeds $5. 10. 

Toilet powders of tale and those in com- 
pressed or cake form, rouge, and face paint 
of any color, including cosmetic pencils or 
crayons; solid and liquid products for mani- 
one: and skin creams, the value of which 
exceeds 


a essences, the value of which exceeds 


Textile Products 


Fabrics of rayon, nylon, or other similar 
synthetic yarns, containin small beads, 
bugles, threads, or spangles of common 
metals, gold or silver, 10. 

Articles of wearing apparel, wething. and 
readymade articles made of rayon, nylon, or 
other synthetic yarns, embroidered: by hand, 
or with threads of metal, beadwork, spangles, 
or bugles, 15. 


Tablecloths, napkins, doilies, table sets, 
sheets, cases, or sheet and case sets of 
nylon, rayon, or other synthetic’ yarn, em- 


broidered by hand, 15. 

Shawls and mantillas of rayon, nylon, or 
other synthetic yarn, embroidered, by hand, 
or worked with small beads, bugles, metallic 
threads, or spangles, 15. 

Undergarments or articles of lingerie, of 
rayon, nylon, or other synthetic yarns, em- 
broidered by hand or after weaving or made 
with fine lace, 15. 

Velvet and plush of rayon, nylon, or 
other synthetic yarns, 10. 

Tulles of rayon, nylon, or other similar 
——— yarns, embroidered after weaving, 


Laces, blondes, and edging of rayon, nylon, 
or other synthetic yarns, known as fancy, or 
woven by hand, 15. 

Fabrics known as upholstery, and those 
of the same class in curtains, draperies, and 
similar articles, with or without fringe, 
unbleached or white, 


The same, stamped or dyed, of one single 
color, forming stripes, checks, or other de- 
signs, 

Tapestries, r&productions or not, art ob- 
ag or imitations, made on jacquard looms, 
15. 
Trimmings for ornamental purposes, such 
as tassels, fringes, and figured or openwork 
braids, or with spangles or beading, and 
fancy galloons, 15. 

Fabrics of pure or mixed wool: For men, 
a eg a yard; for ladies, from $2.50 a 
yard, 4 

Handmade knit woolen articles in general 
of pure or mixed wool, except sweaters, 
bathing suits, and sportswear, 10 

Pure or mixed silk, in pieces, 10. 

Pure or mixed silk in undergarments for 
men or women, including hosiery and knit 
articles in general, 15. 

Pure or mixed silk in wescing apparel or 
other articles, finished on the loom, 15. 

Pure or mixed silk in laces, edgings, rib- 
bons, galloons, trimmings of all kinds, and 
other similar made-up articles, 15. 

Wearing apparel of pure or mixed silk, 
with tailor or seamstress work, made up or 
partly made up, 15. 


Wood Manufacturers 


Wooden chests in which the wood deter- 
mines the value, from $50, 10. 

Fine furniture and other articles manufac- 
tured from any kind of wood, assembled or 
not, varnished, painted or not, but without 
ornamentation of any kind applied or ex- 
ecuted in any manner, covered in whole or in 
part with cloth other than cotton or silk, or 
with leather or skins which are not worked 
or decorated: Bedroom suites exceeding $800; 
parlor suites exceeding 00; dining room 
suites exceeding ; living room suites 
exceeding $500; porch, office or library suites 
exceeding $400, 1. 

Fine furniture and other articles of any 
kind of wood, varnished, painted, decorated 
with ornamentation, carved, inlaid, or super- 
imposed, of metal, pulp, or other material, 
covered in whole or in part with decorated 
skins or hides, and cloth of any kind except 
damasks, brocades, and other similar fine 
tapestries: Bedroom suites exceeding : 
parlor suites exceeding $750; dining room 
suites exceeding ; living room suites 
exceeding $550; hore: office, or library 
suites exceeding $450, 2. 

The same, covered in whole or in part with 
damask, brocade, or other similar fine tapes- 
tries: Bedroom suites exceeding $1,000; parlor 
suites exceeding $800; dining room suites 
exceeding $700: living room suites exceeding 


; porch, office, or library suites exceed- 
ing $500, 3 


Leather and Fur Articles 


Fine ornamented skins, such as marten, 
fox, nutria, cashmere, sable, etc., in. which 
the skin is the true ornament, and manufac- 
tures of the same, 20. 

Kid gloves of fine leathers, 15. 

ot or hunting boots the value of which 
exceed $20, 10. 

Suitcases and hatboxes of leather, card- 
board, oilcloth, canvas, or other materials, 
reinforced or combined with leather or skins 
with a value of more than $40, 10. 

Handbags of leather and other objects for 
travelers, the value of which exceeds $25, 10. 

Trunks of leather or in which leather pre- 
dominates, the value of which exceeds $50, 10. 

Pocketbooks. briefcases, letter cases of 
leather the value of which exceeds $15, 10. 

Billfolds, wallets, key cases, and cigarette 
cases, the value of which exceeds $5, 5. 


Miscellaneous 


Feathers for ornamentation and manufac- 
tures, 10. 

Phonographs and record players, 10. 

Phonograph records except educational 
records or records for learning languages, 5. 

Cinematographic price apparatus for 
films and sound, of 8 mm., and parts and 
accessories, 10. 

Projectors for still pictures and apparatus 
for exhibiting photographs taken by stereo- 
scopic cameras, 10. 

Harmoniums and organs, 10. 

Cases with music boxes, if the latter de- 
termine the value, 10. . 

“Pocket and wrist watches and chrono- 
meters of gold, silver, or platinum, 15. 

Pocket and wrist watches and chronometers 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Colombia Acts To Curtail Smuggling 


A new law has recently been promul- 
gated in Colombia for the purpose of 
curtailing the smuggling of contraband 
goods into the country. 

The contraband trade ,has assumed 
such increasing significance in recent 
years that the Colombian Government 
considered it necessary to take more 
drastic steps to reduce this illegal traf- 
fic. 

Among the more significant provisions 
of the new decree-law, No. 3134 of De- 
cember 20, 1952, are the following: 

An informant with the exception of 
a customs official will receive 25 per- 
cent of the sales value of contraband 
merchandise confiscated and sold, and 
if he should personally seize the contra- 
band his reward will be increased to 35 
percent. Formerly an informant re- 
ceived only 5 percent of the sales value 
of contraband merchandise confiscated 
and sold. 

Further, the police, the Armed Forces, 
and Departmental fiscal inspectors, in 
addition to customs guards, are author- 
ized to seize contraband, and all are en- 
titled to rewards. 

Most contraband merchandise may 
now be sold at auction within a few 
days after it is seized. Formerly, perish- 
able goods excepted, authorities were 
required to wait until legal prosecution 
of the smuggler was completed, which 
often took several months. 

A new deterrent to smuggling is con- 
fiscation of the means of transportation 
used by the offender. The owner or op- 





Philippines Fixes Import 
Quotas for Half Year 


For the first half of 1953 established 
Philippine importers will be granted 
quotas of 15 percent for controlled es- 
sentials and 5 percent for controlled 
nonessentials, on the basis of their trade 
in 1949, the Import Control Commission 
announced on January 29. 

The Commission has earmarked a 
total of approximately $20,000,000 in 
foreign exchange for allocation to new 
importers during this period. Quotas 
granted new importers will be’ divided 
75 percent for controlled essential im- 
ports and 25 percent for nonessentials. 
—Manila press dispatch. 





Cigarette Materials Exempt 


In Mexican Free Zones 


Raw materials for the manufacture 
of cigarettes imported into Mexico's 
free zones and perimeters are now ex- 
empt from import duties. 

This order, Treasury Department cir- 
cular of January 19, supersedes a reso- 
lution effective October 23, 1952, de- 
claring such imports subject to prevail- 
ing import duties (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Nov. 17, 1952, p. 21).—Diario 
Oficial, Jan. 23, 1953. 


erator of a private boat or other means 
of transportation used in smuggling is 
presumed in the eyes of the law to be 
an accomplice of the smuggler unless 
proved innocent. 

The entire judicial procedure against 
smugglers is revised and shortened. A 
sentence may now be passed in as short 
a time as 10 days, instead of the several 
months formerly required. 

A smuggler will be imprisoned at once 
if there is substantial evidence against 
him and he will remain in jail until the 
criminal procedure is completed. Under 
previous laws even if there was con- 
clusive evidence of the smuggler’s guilt, 
he could not be held in custody longer 
than 72 hours, after which he was re- 
leased until the criminal prosecution 
was completed. 

An annual survey will be made of 
merchandise inthe hands of merchants 
which is on the Colombian list of pro- 
hibited imports. Unless merchants have 
documents showing that such merchan- 
dise was legally imported, it is liable 
to seizure and in some cases the owner 
may be prosecuted for smuggling. 

Finally, in order to:implement the 
new controls against importation of 
contraband merchandise a customs con- 
trol zone has been established. This zone 
is the area lying between the national 
boundary: line and a line 30 kilometers 
distant running parallel to the bound- 
ary.—Emb., Bogota. 
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(Continued from Page 7) 
of other metals, with value exceeding $5, 10. 

Clocks worked by weights, wall clocks, 
table clocks, and any other not spec ifically 
classified with values excee ding $20, 10. 

Cases for wrist and pocket watches and 
chronometers, of gold, silver, or platinum, 10. 

Watchcases of other metals, 5 

Photographic cameras which utilize roll 
film and ctpecnatoarepiiic cameras which util- 
ize 8 mm. film, 10. (Excepted from the luxury 
tax are photographic cameras which utilize 
cut film, film pack, or dry plates, and cine- 
matographic cameras which use 16 mm. or 
35 mm. film. Subject to payment of this tax 
are all kinds of accessories for photographic 
and cinematographic cameras. Also subject 
to this tax are tripods, shutters, visors, 
light meters, telemeters, telephotos, filters, 
and other apparatus used in the photographic 
and cinemato agreont arts.) 

Bicycles and velocipedes, 5. 

Yachts and sail or motor boats for recrea- 
fion or racing, 10. 

Fans of fine quality, the value of which 
exceeds $5, 

Ladies pocketbooks or purses, of any kind 
of fabric, covered with small beads, bugles, 
imitations of precious stones, lame or bro- 
eade, or with spangles or beadwork, with 
values exceeding $5 


Amber, jet, tortoise shell, ivory, mother- 
of-pearl, and meerschaum in objects, except 
buttons, 15. 


Boxes and fancy boxes of fine wood, card- 
board, or leather, lined and covered with 
silk, and other similar types, 10. ° 

aay cartridges for hunting arms and 
percuss on caps therefor, 10. 
Loaded cartridges for hunting arms, 20. 

Shells and cartridges for other than hunt- 
ing arms and not prohibited, 20 

zames, toys, and other articles for diver- 
sion or amusement, with values exceeding 
$5, 10. (Excepted from Jorenss of this tax 
are objects destined r the playing of 
popular sports.) 

ine articles for fishing, with deluxe rods 
and reels, 10. 
Sensitized 8-mm. film for cinematography, 


Roll film for photographic cameras, 10. 


Protection Sought for 
Swiss Watch Industry 


The Swiss Federal Council has re- 
cently recommended legislation for safe- 
guarding the Swiss watch industry. 

Briefly, the provisions of the draft 
are: 

@ Permits for the export of watches 
and most watch parts will no longer 
be required. However, such permits will 
still be necessary if bilateral agreements 
or payments regulations with foreign 
countries provide for the establishment 
of quotas. All watch parts valued at 
less\ than 30 Swiss francs may be ex- 
ported by mail without permit. 

@ The Swiss Watch Chamber will be 
in charge of granting export permits 
for watch parts, plans, designs, tools, 
and parts used in the manufacture of 
watches. The Directorate General of 
Customs, after consulting with repre- 
sentatives of the machinery and watch- 
making trades and of labor, is to decide 
on the granting of export permits for 
watchmaking machinery. 

@ New watchmaking plants, as well 
as plants which have temporarily sus- 
pended operations, must obtain special 
permits to begin or to resume opera- 
tions.—-Leg., Bern. 


Netherlands Allots Dollars 
For Cotton Replacements 


The Netherlands Bank will grant ex- 
tra dollar allocations to four Nether- 
lands spinning mills for the importation 
of North American raw cotton as re- 
placement of stocks lost by the mills in 
a great warehouse fire at Enschede on 
January 11. 

The total loss has been estimated at 
1,500 tons of raw cotton valued at 
approximately 5,500,000 guilders (1 
guilder = US$0.263). The loss includes 
about 4,500 bales of U. S. and Mexican 
cotton and 4,800 bales of Congo cotton, 
Replacement of stocks from the Congo 
isnot subject to currency restrictions.— 
Emb., The Hague. 


COLOMBIA 


Duty on Incandescent Lamps Up 


The specific duty on imports into 
Colombia of incandescent lamps and 
tubes with metal or carbon filaments 
for ordinary use in electric illumination 
has been increased from 1 peso to 3 
pesos per gross kilogram. 

The tariff item as revised and duties 
thereon, both specific, in pesos per gross 
kilogram, and ad valorem are as follows; 


No. 866, Lamps and tubes for electric illumi- 
nation: 


a. Incandescent lamps and tubes with metal 
or carbon filaments: 


(1) For ordinary use for illumination, 3.00; 
20 percent; 


(2) Other, 1.00; 20 percent. 
The specifie duty will be decreased 
by 0.50 peso every 6 months beginning 
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gi January 1, 1954, until the original 
specific duty of 1 peso per gross kilo- 

is again reached on July 1, 1955. 
This duty increase was effected by 
decree No. 7 of January 7, 1953.—Emb., 
Bogota. 


Canned Fish Import Permitted 


~ Canned and preserved fish may now 
“pe imported into Colombia from any 


‘source provided they are paid for with 

obtained through special export 
certificates, authorized by decree No. 
1830 of August 1, 1952 (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly Aug. 25, 1952, p. 13, and 
Oct. 27, 1952, p. 23). 

Removal of this restriction was au- 
thorized by decree No. 8 of January 7, 
1953. 

Formerly, as provided by decree No. 
1830, sardines and other preserved or 
canned fish could be imported only with 
special export certificates and under the 
further stipulation that imports origi- 
nate in countries to which Colombia 
had exported the special items listed 
in the decree (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Sept. 8, 1952, p. 13). The 
restriction as to source of supply was 
lifted because many countries to which 
Colombia exports the special items 
listed are not producers of canned or 
preserved fish—Emb., Bogota. 


Cattle Hide Export Authorized 


Reflecting a more favorable supply, 
unrestricted export from Colombia of 
cattle hides, fresh, salted, dried, limed, 
pickled, etc., is again authorized. Prior 
approval of the Ministry of Develop- 
ment is no longer required. 


Exporters must pay to the Colombian 
Association of Livestock Men a fee of 
150 pesos a hide exported in 1953, and 
050 peso a hide exported between Jan- 
wary 1 and December 31, 1954, after 
which date no fees will be required. 

The authorization is effected by 
decree-law No. 6 of January 7, 1953. 

A similar decree was issued on Febru- 
ary 5, 1953, effective March 15 of that 
year (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 
17, 1953, p. 10). However, developments 
showed that the increase in exports 
Made it extremely difficult for Colom- 
bian tanners and manufacturers of 
leather goods to obtain adequate sup- 
plies of hides, in terms of both price and 
quantity. The measure therefore was 
suspended in early May 1952, and a 
system of licensing substituted (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, June 9, 1952, p. 13). 


ECUADOR 
Another Coffee Tax Imposed 


A 1-percent ad valorem tax has been 
levied on each quintal of coffee shipped 
from the Ecuadoran cantones of Jipijapa 
and Pajan in Manabi Province. 

A prolonged drought in this area has 
aggravated water shortages, and the 

funds collected from the new tax are 
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to be used to provide improvements in 
the water and sewage systems within 
the two cantones. 


The new tax became effective upon 
publication in the Registro Oficial on 
December 16, 1952. 


FRANCE 


Hide, Skin Export Period Cut 


The validity period of French export 
licenses for calfskins and horsehides has 
been reduced from 3 months to 2 
months, and licenses may no longer be 
renewed, according to a notice published 
in the French Journal Officiel of De- 
cember 31, 1952. 


SWITZERLAND 


Import of Some Animals Guarded 


Special authorization by the French 
Veterinarian Office is now required for 
import into France of the following 
animals and animal products: Dogs, 
fur-bearing animals, game, animals for 





exhibition purposes, farm poultry, par-. 


rots and parakeets, crustacea and mgl- 
lusks for food and not for aquaria, bees 
and beeswax, and honeycomb. 

The action was taken by a Federal 
decree of December 19, 1952, effective 
on February 1, 1953. 

For the import of dogs official certifi- 
cates issued by local authorities must 
be produced, attesting that the dog 
comes from a region which has had no 
case of rabies, either verified or su- 
spected,-for at least 100 days, the dog 
has not changed residence for 100 days 
immediately preceding importation, and 
it has been found healthy and without 
signs of rabies by an official veterinary 
inspection made not less than 6 days 
before importation.—Leg., Bern. 


VENEZUELA 
Cotton Textile Import Quota Set 


Venezuela’s cotton textile import 
quota for the calendar year 1953 has 
been established at 4,250,000 kilograms, 
of which 2,900,000 kilograms are allot- 
ted to comimercial importers and the 
remainder of 1,350,000 kilograms to 
clothing manufacturers. 

This quota, fixed by a resolution dated 
January 22, 1953, covers Venezuelan 
customs tariff classifications Nos. 71 to 
85, inclusive. 

Licenses will be issued by the Bureau 
of Commerce and Patents and will be 
valid for merchandise arriving through 
December 31, 1953. 

Distribution of the quota allocated 
to importers will be made on the basis 
of previous importations. Licenses issued 
by the National Supply Commission and 
the Ministry of Develpmént against the 
1952 quota cannot be utilized to clear 
imports of cotton textiles arriving after 
February 15, 1953. Such imports must 
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be charged against the 1953 quota. 

The 1953 quota is 250,000 kilograms 
greater than the total of the three 
quotas granted for 1952, which allotted 
2,750,000 kilograms to importers and 
1,250,000 kilograms to clothing manu- 
facturers. 

(1952 Venezuelan cotton textile im- 
port quota changes are announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 24, 
1952, p. 15; Aug. 11, 1952, p. 23; Nov. 
17, 1952, p. 19; and Nov. 24, 1952, p. 14.) 





German Dollar Position 
(Continued from Page 5) 


plus. As of the end of November it had 
accumulated total credit balances of 
$196,000,600 with these countries. 


Brazil Is Large Debtor 


Brazil continued to be one of the 
largest debtors, owing Germany 
$90,000,000 at the end of November 
1952. In an effort to liquidate the deficit 
balance and promote imports from 
Brazil, the German Government adopted 
a special system in September 1952, 
under which exporters to Brazil were 
paid only one-half of their export pro- 
ceeds in deutschemarks, the balance 
being credited to a special “Brazilian 
dollar” account. 

These “Brazilian dollars” can be sold 
to German importers, who use them 
to pay for imports from Brazil. As of 
mid-December 1952, “Brazilian dollars” 
were selling at a discount of about 
9 percent, indicating a loss by German 
exporters of about 4.5 percent on export 
transactions. 


Since importers can use “Brazilian 
dollars” to meet 80 percent of their 
import obligations, they can in effect 
get a price reduction of 7 percent by 
buying “Brazilian dollars” from other 
Germans. However, it does not appear 
that even this reduction is nearly suf- 
ficient to compensate for the high prices 
of Brazilian goods compared with those 
prevailing on world markets. 

Despite the remarkable progress in 
bringing merchandise trade into bal- 
ance, Germany still faces important 
problems. There is still a heavy deficit 
on merchandise account with the dollar 
area. Because of the dollar difficulties 
of its trading partners in other parts 
of the world, the earnings derived from 
Germany's export balances with non- 
EPU countries cannot be transferred 
into convertible currencies and used to 
pay for dollar imports. 





FLUORITE DEPOSITS near For- 
tune Bay were mapped in the summer 
of 1952 by an expedition sponsored by 
the Government of Newfoundland, Can- 
ada, and headed by a United States 
geologist. It is reported that the par- 
ty’s maps will be used for further ex- 
ploration by private interests. A United 
States sulfur company also continued op- 
erations in the Gander River area dut- 
ing the summer. 
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French Manufacturer 
Seeks U. S. Capital 


Paumellerie Electrique, a French 
manufacturer of plates, butts, hinge- 
pins, and hinges for coach and automo- 
bile body builders and building con- 
tractors, wishes to interest a United 
States firm in investing approximately 
$170,000 in its plant. 

The company also desires to enter, 
if possible, in a liéensing or working 
agreement with American manufactur- 
ers of metallurgical articles who may be 
interested in utilizing its plant for the 
production or final finishing of products. 

The firm employs 250 workers in the 
French plant, which occupies a total 
area, under shelter, of 7,000 square 
meters. If additional machinery and 
equipment were available, up to 500 
workers could be employed, and pro- 
duction could be considerably increased 
within a few weeks. 

With its present machinery § and 
equipment, the plant can be utilized by 
interested American firms for any kind 
of machine-finishing work, such as 
punching, stamping, cutting, and the 
drawing out of metals. 

Further information is available from 
Paumellerie Electrique, La Riviere-de- 
Mansac, Correze, France. 





Spain Plans To Erect 
Citrus Fruit Factory 


The Food Industries Department of 
the Instituto Nacional de Industria, 
Madrid, an official organization for the 
development of Spanish industry, is con- 
sidering the possibility of establishing a 
factory in the orange-growing region of 
Spain, probably in or near Valencia. 

Present plans are for a factory simi- 
lar to those now. operating in the United 
States which produce powdered orange 
juice and powdered lemon juice. It is 
reported that the project contemplated 
will be of considerable importance, with 
a total processing capacity of 250 to 300 
metric tons of oranges daily. 

The Instituto is interested in the fol- 
lowing processing methods: Drying of 
juice by freezing and sublimation into 
crystals; concentration in a vacuum; or 
by rapid freezing. 

The Instituto is interested in receiv- 
ing proposals from producers of pow- 
dered fruit juices with regard to the 
acquisition of manufacturing rights and 
the lending of technical assistance in 
connection with the project. It is also 
interested in obtaining the processing 
machinery used in the industry. 

Interested firms are invited to write 
direct to Sr. Don Rufino Beltran, Jefe 
del Departamento de Industrias de la 
Alimentacion, Instituto Nacional de In- 
dustria, Calle de Lista 42, Madrid, Spain. 
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Turkey Interested in 
New Trolley Busses 


The Municipality of Izmir has an- 
nounced a call for bids for the installa- 
tion and equipment of a trolley busline 
designed to replace the present tram- 
way system operating in the south- 
western section of Izmir. 


In general, the municipality has de- 
termined to purchase 25 trolley busses 
with a seating capacity of 40 to 60 per- 
sons and standing room for an addi- 
tional 40 to 44 persons. Bids should in- 
clude not only the actual furnishing of 
the equipment but the removal of the 
present electrical tramway wiring and 
its replacement with appropriate electri- 
cal installation for the operation of the 
trolley busses. 


The new trolley busses are to operate 
on a current of 550 volts. Bids should 
include cost of the busses, charge for 
effecting necessary alterations in the 
auxiliary power plant, cost of poles for 
wiring, and all other necessary acces- 
sgries and spare parts for the installa- 
tion of the system. In connection with 
the busses themselves, bids should state 
the type and capacity of the motor, its 
working voltage, and its weight. 

Bids for the furnishing of these sup- 
plies and equipment, which may be sub- 
mitted on either f. 0. b. or c. i. f. basis, 
should also include allowances for the 
expenses of a 6-week visit by three 
members of the technical staff to the 
bidder’s plant during the construction 
of the vehicles. All bids and specifica- 
tions must be in Turkish, and the dead- 
line for submitting bids is April 1, 1953. 

Complete specifications including 
charts, maps, and blueprints are avail- 
able to interested firms by direct ap- 
plication to the Director General, 
ESHOT, Municipality of Izmir, Izmir, 
Turkey, at a charge of T£100 ($35.71) 
per set. 





Colombo Port Commission 
Requires Steel Equipment 


The Government of Ceylon is inviting 
bids until March 4, 1953, from manu- 
facturers and principals only for the 
supply of 4% miles of 18” steel tubes, 18 
sluice valves, 21 expansion joints, and 
15 steel bends, required for the Co- 
lombo Port Commission. 


A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for review purposes on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Copies may also be ob- 
tained from the Ceylon Embassy, 2148 
Wyoming Avenue, Washington, D. C. 

Bids should’ be sent direct to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Transport and Works, Transworks 
House, P. O. Box 547, Colombo, Ceylon. 


Colombia To Purchase 
Distillery Equipment 


Industria Licorera de Narino, a liquor 
industry in Colombia, is planning the 
construction of a modern distillery with 
a capacity to produce 250,000 bottles 
of 20° alcohol in 720 hours of con- 
tinuous distillation with all installa- 
tions complete, including improved pack- 
ing equipment. 

The organization is interested in 
modern equipment for packing its prod- 
ucts in a manner that will withstand 
very rough handling, as they are car- 
ried by air, rail, launches, trucks, and 
mules. 


United States firms interested in 
quoting on the distillery equipment 
should be prepared to install the equip- 
ment and arrange a reasonable trial 
period of operation. Firm requests quo- 
tations in dollars f.o.b. port of em- 
barkation. \ 


The company states that upon receipt 
of plans from manufacturers, it will 
proceed with the construction of the 
necessary buildings. It is interested in 
obtaining complete details in order to 
determine the most efficient type of 
equipment for its operations. 

In addition to the above, the company 
seeks quotations for a complete plant to 
extract essential oil of anise with a 
capacity to distill 5,000 pounds in 720 
hours. United States suppliers of bot- 
tles, corks, flavors, caps, and other 
products used by distilleries are also 
invited to submit quotations. 

Interested United States firms should 
address correspondence to Carlos Puer- 
tas R., manager, Industria Licorera de 
Narino, Avenida Santander, Calle 22, 
No. 29-43, Pasto, Narino, Colombia. 


Iraq Invites Bids for 


Bridge Construction 


Bids are invited until April 30, 1953; 
by the Development Board of the Gov- 
ernment of Iraq for the construction of 
two road bridges over the River Tigris 
at Baghdad, and works in connection 
with the bridges. 

It is reported that the contract docu- 
ments and instructions for the first 
bridge (South Gate Bridge), may be ex- 
aimed at the Iraq Embassy, 2101 Le 
Roy Place NW., Washington, D. C. Simi- 
lar documents for the second bridge 
(Adhamiyah Bridge), will be available 
after February 16, 1953. 

Firms desiring to bid may purchase 
copies of the contract documents for.the 





bridges from either the Development 


Board in Baghdad, or Messrs. Coode and 

Partners, 9 Victoria Street, London, 

S. W. 1, England, upon payment of 25 
(Continued on Page 11) 
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LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


In the United States 


Machinery: 

Switzerland—Johann Christian Gers- 
ter (manufacturer), Gelterkinden, offers 
its patent, together with construction 
details, to an American firm for. the 
manufacture, under license in the Unit- 
ed States, of machinery used in the 
bending of sheet metal. Specification, 
drawings, and illustrated cards avail- 
able.* 


Processes: 

Italy—Giovanni Novara (manufactur- 
er), 33 Via Drovetti, Turin, offers to 
license in the United States a special 
patented system for closing fruit-juice 
bottles. Firm claims the natural state 
of the juices is preserved for a long 
period. 


In Foreign Countries 

Household Appliances: 

TItaly—Electa, S.p.A. (importer, man- 
ufacturer), 4 Via della Pergola, Casella 
Postale 148 (Post Office Box 148), 
Lecco, is interested in obtaining VU. S. 
patents for the manufacture in Italy of 
@small (3 cu. ft.) domestic refrigerator, 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 


ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated “by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Animals (Horses): 

Treland— Merrick Coveney (exporter), 
Lisnagar, Rathcormac, County Cork, 
Offers to export direct or through agent 
high-class thoroughbred horses for rac- 

g, show, and hunters, also polo ponies. 

rses may be seen at Lisnagar, Rath- 
tormac, Ireland. 


Bamboo Products: 

Japan—Sanyu Co., Ltd. (manufactur- 
er and exporter), 12 Temma-cho, Shizu- 
Oka, Shizuoka-ken, offers to export 
direct first-quality bamboo products, in- 
cluding blinds, nursery stakes, baskets, 
and poles. 

Bicycles: 


England—Tuscon Bicycle Co., Ltd. 
(exporter), 20 Artillery Lane, Bishops- 
gate, London E. 1, offers to export 
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direct ladies’ and men’s bicycles, avail- 
able in popular models. Specifications 
and photograph available.* 


Braids and Tapes: 

Japan—-Tokai Kogyo Kaisha, 
(manufacturer and exporter), Yoshi- 
wara, Shizuoka Prefecture, offers to 
export direct elastic braids, cords, and 
tapes for parachutes, bullet belts, and 
narrow fabrics for military use, accord- 
ing to buyer’s specifications. 


Burners (Gas): 


Germany—Eisenwerke Gaggenau 
G.m.b.H. (manufacturer), Gaggenau, 
Baden, offers to export direct or 
through agent gas burners for solder- 
ing, melting, hardening, heating, and 
cooking, monthly value between 40,000 
and 60,000 deutschemarks, Independent 
quality inspection available at Gasinsti- 
tut der Technischen Hochschule, Karls- 
ruhe, Baden. Illustrated literature and 
price list (in German) available.* 


Ceramics: 


Italy—Evelina Grassino (manufac- 
turer, retailer), 3 Piazza Garibaldi, 
Busto Arsizio (Varese), offers to export 
direct or through agent hand-made 
decorated ceramics, such as plates, 
vases, and figurines. 


Ltd. 


Chemicals: 
Union of South Africa—Commercial 
Chemicals (Pty), Ltd. (exporter, im- 


porter, wholesaler, manufacturer), 255 
South Coast Road, Rossburgh, Natal, 
offers to export sodium silicate, 

Clocks and Clock Movements: 

Germany—Karl Laib (exporter, im- 
porter, wholesaler), 11 Friedrichstrasse, 
Villingen, Baden, offers to export direct 
or through agent each month 200 table 
and wall clocks; 5,000 various types of 
alarm clocks, including traveling clocks; 
1,000 cuckoo clocks; and 500 clock 
movements, In addition, firm can supply 
musical, Jockele, and 400-day clocks, 
and ding-dong or Westminster gongs. 
Independent quality inspection avail- 
able through Schwarzwaelder Industries 
& Handelskammer, Villingen, at seller’s 
expense. 


Clothing and Accessories: 

Germany—S piesshofer & Braun 
(manufacturer, exporter), Heubach, 
Wuerttemberg, offers to export direct 
each month 100,000 dozen girdles, bras- 
sieres, garters, garter belts, corsets, 
corselets, elastic panties, waistbands, 
and children’s underwear, made in cot- 
ton, rayon, and perlon. Independent 
quality inspection available at the Bek- 
leidungstechnisches Institut at Hohen- 
stein at seller’s expense. Illustrated leaf- 
let (in German and English) available.* 

Japan—Sanyu Co., Ltd. (exporter), 
12 Temma-cho, Shizuoka, Shizuoka-ken, 
offers to export direct first-quality pa- 
per and silk parasols. 


Designs: 

Ireland—Engineering Components 
(Ireland), (production engineer and de- 
signer of jigs, tools, fixtures, special 


* 
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purpose machines, and general engineer- 
ing equipment), Exchange Building, 
Prince’s St., Cork, offers to export de- 
signs of jigs, tools, and special-purpose 
machines, quality conforming to B.S.L 
(British Standards Institute). 


Electrical Equipment: 

Germany—Wilhelm Binder, Maschin- 
en- und Elektro-Apparate-Fabriken 
(manufacturer, exporter), 9 Benedik- 
tinerring, Villingen, Schwarzwald, offers 
to export direct or through agent elec- 
trical appliances, such as electromagnet 
and permanent magnet clamping de- 
vices, electromagnet couplings, recti- 
fiers, direct current solenoids, electro- 
magnet iron extractors, alternating cur- 
rent lighting devices, alternating cur- 
rent oil brake solenoids, demagnetizing 
devices, chokes for fluorescent strip 
lighting, magnetic coils, and _ trans- 
formers up to 1,000 watts. Illustrated 
literature on firm’s activities available.* 

Feedstuffs: 

Egypt—The Minotaur Glue Factory 
(manufacturer, merchant, and exporter 
of bone meal and glue), 5 Rue Antoni- 
ades, Alexandria, offers to export direct 
300 tons of degelatinized bone meal for 
feeding, which has been subjected to a 
temperature of not less than 250° F, 
under a minimum pressure of 20 pounds 
for at least 1 hour during the process 
of manufacture, packed in 100-pound 
paper-lined jute bags. Independent qual- 
ity inspection may be undertaken by the 
Near East Superintending Co., at Cus- 
toms area Gate 14; P. O. Box 1115, 
Alexandria, Egypt, at buyer’s expense. 
Firm’s New York correspondents are 
the Superintendence Co., Inc., Room 
201, Produce Exchange Building, 2 
Broadway, New York 4, N. Y. 


Foodstuffs: 

British East Africa—Lamu Lines, 
Ltd. (vessel operator for deep-sea fish- 
ing; exporter and wholesaler “of turtle 
steaks and turtle byproducts), P. O, 
-Box 270, Mombasa, Kenya, offers to ex- 
port direct first-quality frozen turtle 
steaks, up to 5 tons monthly, minimum 
quantity 1 ton each month, packed in 





Iraq Invites Bids 
(Continued from Page 10) 


Iraq dinars or £25 for each set of docu- 
ments. 


It is noted that tenders will be ac- 
cepted only from firms of contractors 
who have previously executed works of 
a similar nature and magnitude. 


One copy of the contract documents 
and instructions covering the South 
Gate Bridge is available for review pur- 
poses on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be addressed to the Sec- 
retary-General, The Development Board, 
Baghdad, Iraq, and a copy should be 
sent to Messrs. Coode and Partners in 
London. 








WORLD TRADE LEADS 





mat bags. Quality inspection may be 
arranged at Mombasa at buyer’s ex- 
pense. 


Italy—Francesco Invernizzi fu Am- 
brogio (manufacturer, exporter, whole- 
saler), 26 Viale Manzoni, Abbiatgrasso 
(Milan), offers to export direct or 
through agent each month 50 metric 
quintals each of good-quality cheese, 
such as Gorgonzola and Bell’Italia. In- 
dependent inspection in Italy at buyer’s 
expense. 


Japan—Japan Black Tea Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer and export merchant), 
78-1 Kitabancho, Shizuoka, Shizuoka- 
ken, offers to export direct or through 
agent all grades of Japanese black and 
green tea. 


Japan—Shizuoka Tea Trading Co., 
Ltd. (manufacturer and export mer- 
chant), 94 Kitabancho, Shizuoka, Shizu- 
oka-ken, offers to export direct or 
through agent 3,000,000 pounds of green 
and black tea including pan fired, nat- 
ural leaf, Chun Mee, Sow Mee, and Gun 
Powder types. 


Footwear and Accessories: 

Italy—Arturo Sella (manufacturer, 
exporter), Via Enrico Toti 8, Parabiago 
(Milan), offers to export direct or 
through agent each month 1,500 pairs of 
best-quality leather shoes and slippers. 
Independent inspection in Italy at buy- 
er’s expense. 


Japan—Tokai Kogyo Kaisha, Ltd. 
(manufacturer and exporter), Yoshi- 
wara, Shizuoka Prefecture, offers to ex- 
port shoe laces direct. 


Furniture: 

Germany—Ph. Leinenkugel, Stuhlfab- 
rik (manufacturer, exporter), Weinheim 
a. d. Bergstrasse, offers to export direct 
each month 30,000 bentwood chairs. In- 
dependent quality inspection through 
Chamber of Commerce, Mannheim, Ger- 
many, at factory’s expense. Illustrated 
leaflet (in German) available.* 


Glassware: 

Germany—Barth & Koenenkamp (ex- 
porter), 125 Parkallee, Bremen, offers to 
export direct or through agent glass- 
ware for scientific and industrial labora- 
tories. 

Glue: 

Egypt—The Minotaur Glue Factory 
(manufacturer, merchant, and exporter 
of bone meal and bone glue), 5 Rue 
Antoniades, Alexandria, offers to, export 
direct 100 metric tons of first-choice 
bone glue. Independent quality inspec- 
tion may be undertaken by the Near 
East Superintending Co., at Customs 
area Gate 14; P. O. Box 1115, Alexan- 
dria, Egypt, at buyer’s expense. Firm’s 
New York correspondents are Superin- 
tendence Co., Inc., Room 201, Produce 
Exchange Building, 2 Broadway, New 
York 4, N. Y. 


Hardware: 
France—Paumellerie Electrique 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, and export- 








Film Representative 
Cancels Trip 


The visit of Eric J. Lowe, rep- 
resenting Goodwin - International 
(Pty.), Ltd. (film producers), of 
Johannesburg, Union of South 
Africa, has been canceled. 

Mr. Lowe was scheduled to ar- 
rive in the United States on Janu- 
ary 20, as announced in the Jan- 
uary 5 issue of Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, page 13. 











er), La Riviere-de-Mansac, Correze, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
good-quality single and double steel 
hinges for doors and automobiles. In- 
spection available in La Riviere-de-Man- 
sac, Correze, France, at buyer’s expense. 

Germany—Barth & Koenenkamp (ex- 
porter), 125 Parkallee, Bremen, offers to 
export hardware direct or through 
agent. 

Netherlands—N. V. Dictator Deurs- 
luiter Maatschappij (manufacturer), 48 
D Brinklaan, Bussum, offers to export 
direct or through agent door closers, 
equipped with door springs if desired. 


Hospital Equipment: 

Germany—Barth & Koenenkamp (ex- 
porter), 125 Parkallee, Bremen, offers to 
export hospital equipment direct or 
through agent. 


Household»Furnishings: 

Japan—Sanken Bussan Co., Ltd. (ex- 
port merchant), Kotani Bldg., No. 11 
Kajimachi, Hamamatsu, offers to ex- 
port direct sewing machines and tables. 


Machine Tools: 

Italy—Stabilimenti di San Eustac- 
chio (manufacturer), Via Ponte Grotte 
n. 6, Brescia, offers for immediate ship- 
ment one each of the following types of 
double column, vertical boring and turn- 
ing mill, suitable for heavy and electro 
engineering industries, arsenals, and 
shipyards; type MD 4100, 60 hp., max- 
imum turnable diameter 4,100 mm, = 
13’ 5 27/64”, maximum turnable height 
over table 2,000 mm. = 6’ 6 47/64”, 
maximum admissible piece weight 26,000 
kgs. = 57,000 lb.; type MD 5100, 65 hp., 
maximum turnable diameter 5,100 mm. 
= 16’ 8 25/32", maximum turnable 
height over table 2,500 mm. = 8’ 
2 27/64", maximum admissible piece 
weight 40,000 kgs. = 88,000 lb. Inspec- 
tion will be arranged at exporter’s plant. 
Further information on principal char- 
acteristics of equipment available.* 


Machinery and Accessories: 

Germany—Gebr. Battenfeld, Maschin- 
enfabrik (manufacturer, exporter), 12 
Teichstrasse, Meinerzhagen, offers to 
export direct or through agent injection 
molding machines for thermoplastic 
products. Descriptive literature avail- 
able.* 


Germany—Brabender o.H. (manufac. 
turer, exporter), 204-205 Postfach, Duis- 
burg, offers to export direct ‘““Fermento- 
graph” machines and “Wiley” mills. II. 
lustrated literature (in German and 
French) available.* 


Germany—Karl Kuefner (manufac. 
turer), 21 Tailfingerstr., Tailfingen- 
Truchtelfingen, Wuerttemberg, offers to 
export direct or through agent wire 
cloth reeds up to a No. 500 fineness and 
metal cloth reeds up tg a width of 85 
mm. (500 reed rods to 1 inch, 24.5 mm.), 
suitable for the textile industry. 


Italy—Officine Faema (manufactur. 
er, exporter), Via Casella 1-7, Milan, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
each month 200 hydrocompressign cof- 
fee-making machines. Independent qual- 
ity inspection in Italy at buyer’s ex- 
pense. Illustrated literature and price 
list (in Italian) available.* 


Metal and Wire Products: 

Sweden—Arne V. Arlund (agent), 11 
Rindogatan, Stockholm, offers to export 
direct the following: (1) Molybdenum 
wire for supports, black, not annealed, 
and cleaned and annealed, tolerance 
plus minus 5 percent on the diameter; 
(2) 629,159 caps for electric incandes- 
cent lamps; (3) 7,970,000 pieces of 
1,200-hour single coiled tungsten fila- 
ments for standard lamps and 17,000,000 
meters of black, type-A tungsten wire; 
and (4) approximately 200 kilograms 
of tungsten rods (0.5 meters long) ham- 
mered and pure, Fi 4.1 millimeter round 
plus minus 0.1 millimeter tolerance. In- 
spection available by The Swedish Gov- 
ernment Testing Institute, Stockholm, 
Sweden, expenses to be shared. Samples 
for item 2 and additional information 
for all items except 4 available.* Please 
specify item number when requesting 
loan material. 


Metals: 


Union of South Africa—A. G. Kelly 
(manufacturer of lime), “Scraps” Rana- 
legh Road, Newlands, Capetown, offers 
to export direct or through agent copper 
in bulk and manganese, both:36 percent 
of phosphorous pentoxide. Samples may 
be inspected at the Capetown address, 


Musical Instruments: 

Japan—Sanken Bussan Co., Ltd. (ex- 
port merchant), Kotani Bldg., No. 11 
Kajimachi, Hamamatsu, offers to export 
direct first-quality harmonicas and 
small music boxes, 


Oils: 


British East Africa—D. W. Malcolm 
(government official, farmer), 11 Speke 
Street, Dar es Salaam, Tanganyika, of- 
fers to export approximately 40 pounds 
of basil oil. Further information, includ- 
ing analysis, available.* 


France—Les Fils de H. Boccara 
(manufacturer, exporter), 21 Rue Grig- 
nan, Marseille, 6eme, offers to export 
direct olive oil, suitable for edible, phar- 
maceutical, and industrial purposes. In- 
spection available at factory by ‘Societe 
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Generale de Surveillance’ at buyer's 
expense. 


Ornaments: 


Sweden—Handelsfirma Elon’ Back- 
man (manufacturer, retailer, exporter), 
Slatten 3, Wrangelsgatan 50, Goteborg 
O, offers to export direct or through 
agent 1,000 ornamental shields, made of 
light metal or aluminum castings, de- 
picting old Scandinavian mythology. 
Illustrated leaflet (in Swedish) avail- 
able.* 

Photographic Equipment: 

Germany—Fogro K.G., Foto-Kino 
Grosshandel (wholesaler, exporter, sales 
agent), 5 Einoedshofer Weg, Berlin- 
Mariendorf, offers to export direct or 
through regional agents (excluding 
Brooklyn, New York) each month 5,000 
“Combimeters,” a combined distance and 
exposure meter. Illustrated leaflet avail- 
able.* 

Professional, Scientific Instruments: 


England—Alfred Cox (Surgical), Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
Edward Road, Coulsdon, Surrey, offers 
to export direct surgical and veterinary 
instruments, specifications according to 
firm’s stock or special patterns made to 
order. Illustrated catalog, including 
price information, available.* 


Germany—Barth & Koenenkamp (ex- 
porter), 125 Parkallee, Bremen, offers 
to export direct or through agent surgi- 
cal, medicinal, and precision instru- 
ments, quantity according to order. 


Germany—Brabender o.H. (manufac- 
turer), 204-205 Postfach, Duisburg, of- 
fers to export direct temperature-test- 
ing apparatus. [Illustrated literature 
available.* 


Sea Shells: 

British East Africa—Lamu Lines, 
Ltd. (vessel operator for deep-sea fish- 
ing; exporter and wholesaler of turtle 
steaks and turtle byproducts), P. O. Box 
270, Mombasa, Kenya, offers to export 
direct each month up to 5 tons of bright 
green snail sea shells, suitable for but- 
tons, varying in size from 4 ounces to 
2% pounds each, season from January 
to May. Quality inspection to be ar- 
ranged by buyer at-its expense. 


Services: 

England—W. A. Mullen (buying 
agent), 4 Hamilton Court, Ealing, Lon- 
don, W. 5; offers to act as buying agent 
for importing distributors or department 
stores for woolen goods, chinaware, and 
antiques, 


Japan—Trans-Pacific Economic Con- 
sultants (technical and professional con- 
sultants), Fukoku Building, Room 814, 
Uchisaiwaicho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, of- 
fer services to American firms doing or 
contemplating doing business in Japan, 
in obtaining information and advice on 
Japanese laws and regulations on for- 
eign investment, taxation, and trade; 
negotiate technical assistance and pat- 
ent license agreements; and make sur- 
veys and reports on economic conditions 
in Japan. 
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_ Shantung, twills, and taffetas. 


Sponges and Sponge Products: 

Germany — Collo-Rheincollodium 
G.m.b.H. Koeln Werk Hersel ueber 
Bonn (manufacturer, exporter), 6-10 
Bahnhofstrasse, Hersel ueber Bonn, of- 
fers to export direct synthetic sponges 
of plastic foam, including tooth brushes, 
powder puffs, hand brushes, and animal 
figures for children. Samples, descrip- 
tive literature and price list (in Ger- 
man) available.* 


Italy—E. di Carlo Novelli (processor 
and packer of sponges and cuttlefish 
bones), 41 Via Capo S. Chiara, Genoa, 
offers to export direct first-class raw 
and processed sponges, including Medi- 
terranean Sea, horse, Levant, Zimocca, 
and elephant-ear sponges. 


Textiles: 
Italy—Manifattura Servica Gustavo 
Marzorati (manufacturer, exporter), 


Viale Sinigaglia 1, Como, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent good-qual- 
ity pure-silk goods, including organdies, 
Inde- 
pendent inspection in Italy at buyer’s 
expense. Price information available.* 


Tools: 

England—Wilkinson & Cuthbert, Ltd. 
(manufacturer), Acorn Works, 47 Eyre 
Lane, Sheffield, 1, offers to export di- 
rect or through regional agents in the 
North, East, South, and West sections 
hand tools, including carpenters’ chisels 
and gouges, tin smiths’, and carving 
tools. Illustrated leaflet available.* 

(Previously announced, Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, December 8, 1952.) 

Germany—Barth & Koenenkamp (ex- 
porter), 125 Parkallee, Bremen, offers 
to export tools direct or through agent. 

Ireland—Engineering Components 
(Ireland), (production engineer and de- 
signer of jigs, tools, fixtures, special pur- 
pose machines, and general engineering 
equipment), Exchange buildings, 
Prince’s St., Cork, offers to export di- 
rect tools for general engineering equip- 
ment, quality conforming to B. S. L 
(British Standards Institute). 


Wooden Products: 

Japan—Sanyu Co., Ltd. (manufactur- 
er and exporter), 12 Temma-cho, Shizu- 
oka, Shizuoka-ken, offers to export di- 
rect first- and second-quality wooden 
products, such as salad bowls, trays, 
and salt- and pepper-mill sets. 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Automotive Equipment: 

Belgian Congo—Lisala Motor (im- 
porter of automotive spare parts), Boite 
Postale 25, Lisala, wishes to purchase 
direct pistons and rings, bushings, gas- 
kets, and engines. 


Curios and Novelties: 
Canada—lInternational Dispensaco 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Reg’d (importer and manufacturer), 369 
St. Cyrille Street, Quebec, P. Q., wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
curios and novelties, 


Foodstuffs: 


Japan—Heiwa Nosan Co., Ltd. (Hei- 
wa Nosan Kabushiki Kaisha), (import- 
er, exporter, retailer, wholesaler), 4- 
chome, Kitanagasa-dori, Ikuta Ku, 
Kobe, wishes to purchase direct for any 
one shipment approximately 200 to 300 
short tons of American soybeans, in- 
cluding such types as early woods yel- 
low, late woods yellow, Ogden green, 
Tokyo green, Gibson yellow, or Ralsoy 
yellow. 


Japan—Japan Black Tea Co., Ltd. 
(importing distributor), 78-1 Kitaban- 
cho, Shizuoka, Shizuoka-ken, wishes to 
purchase direct coffee and cocoa. 


Machinery: 


Italy—Sugherificio Italiano, s.r.1. 
(manufacturer of corks and dealer of 
cork products), Piazza Meda 3, Milan, 
wishes to purchase direct modern plant 
equipment (autoclave system) for the 
production of expansion cork for insu- 
lating purposes, with a daily production 
capacity of 150 cubic meters. 

Union of South Africa—Viking Ma- 
chinery Co. (Pty), Ltd., (manufacturer, 
retailer, exporter), 5 Hares Avenue, 
Salt River, Capetown, wishes to pur- 
chase direct or obtain agency for food- 
canning machinery. 


é 


Pressing Supplies: 


Netherlands—L. Muller Ingenieurs- 
bureau (importing distributor), 45 Ir. 
Schefferlaan, Hengelo, wishes to pur- 
chase direct paddings and similar items 
used by pressing departments in stores, 
laundries, and dry-cleaning establish- 
ments. 


Toys: 

Canada—lInternational Dispensaco 
Reg’d (importer and manufacturer), 369 
St. Cyrille Street, Quebec, P. Q., wishes 


to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
toys. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Air Conditioning Equipment: 

Canada—Black & McDonald, Ltd. 
(distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 200 
King Street West, Toronto, Ontario, 
wishes to obtain exclusive or regional 
agency for air conditioning and venti- 
lating equipment, suitable for factories, 
offices, and homes, 


Cotton (Raw): 

Italy—Damiano Piccinini (importing 
distributor and commission merchant), 
6 Piazza Bernardini, Lucca, wishes to 
obtain agency for raw cotton. 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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World Food Supplies at New High; 
Wheat, Rice, Meat, Fruits Lead 


World food supplies are at record high levels in the current season, 
according to a report on the world food situation released by the U. S. 


Department of Agriculture. 


Production exceeds all past records for several of the major com- 
modities, including wheat, rice, meats, and cirtus fruits. Production has 


been high, though not at record levels 
for sugar, fats and oils, milk, and de- 
cidugus fruits. However, with large 
carry-over stocks of sugar, supplies of 
this commodity also exceed all past 
records. 

On the whole, 1952-53 production of 
the major commodities, which contrib- 
ute about 80 percent of the world’s 
total food supply, is estimated at 3 per- 
cent above 1951-52 and 9 percent above 
the prewar average. World population, 
however, has increased to about 13 per- 
cent above prewar. 

Despite the increase in world food 
production in 1952-53, certain areas re- 
port a serious food shortage. Yugoslavia 
and Pakistan, normally exporters of 
food, are having to import large sup- 
plies. Food stocks in South Africa and 
much of East Africa have been sharply 
reduced by drought. On the other hand, 
food supplies in the Western Hemisphere 
are the largest on record and food pro- 
duction in the Western European coun- 
tries is the highest of the postwar 
period. 

The world food supply estimates are 
contained in a report entitled “World 
Food Situation, 1952-53,” published by 
the Office of Foreign Agricultural Re- 
lations, U.S.D.A. 

Production data for 1952-53 include 
the 1952 harvest already completed in 
the Northern Hemisphere and the har- 
vest yet to be completed in the next 
few months in the tropical areas of the 
Southern Hemisphere and calendar-year 
estimates of production of meats and 
milk. 

The 1952-53 season refers to the con- 
sumption year approximating July 1952- 
June 1953 in the Northern Hemisphere 
and the calendar year 1953 in the 
tropical area and the Southern Hemi- 
sphere. 


Wheat Output at Record 


World wheat production of 7,265 mil- 
lion bushels far surpassed that of any 
previous year. It was 12 percent above 
the preceding year and 24 percent above 
the prewar average. The acreage har- 
vested was slightly higher than a year 
earlier but most of the increase re- 
sulted from unusually favorable yields 
in major producing areas. 

The rye crop was less than that of a 
year ago because of a smaller crop in 
the U.S.S.R., but total breadgrain sup- 
op were at a new record and nearly 

percent above that of last year. 
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The world rice crop of 123 million 
short tons was also a record crop and 
exceeded last year’s by 5 percent. Much 
of the increase was in major rice im- 
porting countries. This will tend to re- 
duce the: demand for other grains as 
rice substitutes for 1953. 


Meat, Milk, Fruit Output Varies 


Meat production of 76.1 billion pounds 
in 1952 was at the highest level in his- 
tory, 4 percent above last season, and 
12 percent above prewar. 

Milk production in 1952 was nearly 
equal to that of 1951 and the same as 
prewar but higher than in any of the 
intervening years. With larger supplies 
of coarse grains and other livestock 
feeds available during the 1952-53 sea- 
son, meat and milk production is likely 
to stay at 1952 levels during the re- 
mainder of the 1952-53 consumption 
year. 

World orange and pear crops set new 
records in 1952 and apple production, 
including cider apples, was 20 percent 
above that of a year earlier. Production 
of grapefruit and stone fruits was 
smaller, particularly of plums and 
prunes, which were below average. 


Output of Sugar, Fats, Oils Down 

World production of sugar of 36.7 
million short tons, raw value, was 4 
percent lower than last year’s record 
crop, but 29 percent above prewar. The 
reduction in output this season is largely 
the result of restrictive measures taken 
by Cuba and Puerto Rico because of 
the large surplus. 

Total world production of edible fats 
and oils of 21.6 million short tons was 
about 4 percent below the record of 
1951, most of the decline resulting from 
the sharp drop in olive oil production 
from the record crop of last year. 


Carry-over Stocks Heavy 

The carry-in stocks of major foods at 
the beginning of the 1952-53 consump- 
tion year were larger than usual. The 
carry-over stocks of sugar on September 
1, 1952, amounted to about 12 million 
tons and were about 3 million tons in 
excess of necessary stocks. 


Wheat stocks of the major exporting 
countries on July 1, 1952, of 639 million 
bushels were nearly 200 million bushels 
below those of 1951 but were 80 million 
bushels above the 1945-49 average, 


(Continued on Page 15) 


Turkey's Large Fig Crop 
Reaches Many Markets 


The Turkish 1952 fig crop was esti- 
mated at 23,000 metric tons of edible 
figs and 3,000 tons of industrial figs 
(houdas). Heavy demand from Europe, 
and particularly from Scandinavia, re- 
sulted in rapid sale of the crop at good 
prices. 

Exports of 1952 crop edible figs from 
Izmir in the period September 9 through 
November 30, 1952, totaled 12,690 tons. 

Denmark, which did not purchase any 
Turkish figs in 1951, took 1,300 tons of 
edible figs in the September 9-Novem- 
ber 30 period of 1952; Sweden, which 
purchased 1,249 tons in 1951, took 1,697 
tons in 1952; France, none in 1951, but 
1,300 tons in 1952; and Switzerland pur- 
chased 1,034 tons in the 1952 period, 
about 300 tons more than in 1951. 

Because of their import restrictions, 
Brazil and New Zealand received only 
542 and 99 tons, respectively, in 1952, 
about half their purchases in 1951. The 
United States took 496 tons of edible 
figs in the 1952 period. 

Exports of fig paste in the Septem- 
ber 9-November 30, 1952, period totaled 
789 tons. Of that amount Great Britain 
took 323 tons, Canada 318 tons, and the 
United States 132~tons. The remainder 
went to the Netherlands and Ireland. 


Exports of industrial figs from the 
1952 crop in the September 9-Novem- 
ber 30, 1952, period amounted to 1,085 
tons. Austria was the leading purchaser, 
taking 950 tons; Switzerland took 105 
tons, and Germany 30 tons. 

Shipments were about finished by De- 
cember 9, 1952. Stocks free for sale and 
held by the fig cooperatives and ex- 
porters were estimated as follows: 500 
tons of edible figs suitable for the 
U. S. market; 1,500 tons of edible figs 
suitable for the European market, and 
700 tons of industrial figs. 





Turkey Will Make Fertilizer 


A new Turkish enterprise, under the 
supervision of the Agricultural Bank, 
and in which U. S. capital is interested, 
will manufacture superphosphate, The 
plant is expected to use sulfuric acid 
from a factory to be established at 
Murgul for the recovery of sulfur from 
smelter gases. 


It is understood that plans for the sul- 
furic-acid plant have been drawn up and 
that a notice of adjudication for its con- 
struction, as well as for the erection 
of a second superphosphate plant, may 
be expected soon. 

Phosphate rock and other raw ma- 
terials for the manufacture of phos- 
phatic fertilizers may exist in Turkey, 
but they have not been found in readily 
available deposits. 
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New Copra and Oil Trade 
Developed in Zanzibar 


A vigorous export trade in well pre- 
pared copra has been developed in Zan- 
zibar since the end of World War II, 
according to a recent report from the 
VYanzibar Department of Agriculture. 
This growing trade is expected to be 
of great value to the protectorate. 

Copra exports totaled 77 tons in the 
first quarter of 1952, rose to 123 tons 
in the second quarter, and to 1,058 tons 
in the third. Only 25 tons were exported 
in 1951 and none in 1950. 

The expansion in 1952 was partly a 
result of attractive world prices and 
partly brought about by the develop- 
ment of an effective grading system es- 
tablished in July 1949. Prior to that 
time, copra exports, up to 8,000 tons a 
year, were of poor quality at low prices. 

The grading system was not effective 
in 1950 or 1951 because copra producers 
were receiving attractive prices from 
coconut oil millers. 

Interest in coconut oil grew rapidly 
after World War II. The number of oil 
millers increased, and by the end of 
1947, much new and up-to-date ma- 
chinery for oil extraction had been in- 
stalled. 

Oil exports increased from 605 tons 
in 1946 to 3,161 tons in 1948. 

A contract with the Ministry of Food 
in 1948 for the export of surplus copra 
and oil placed the oil millers in a better 
purchasing position than the copra ex- 
porters. 

As world market prices rose in 1952, 
however, and copra could readily be 
sold in the open market, copra exporters 
could easily outbid millers. Copra ex- 
ports might have been resumed on a 
vast scale and rapidly ruined the oil 
milling industry by starving it of sup- 
plies, had it not been for the export 
grading rules. 





Canary Island Tomato Trade 
Decreased; Prices Lower 


Exports of tomatoes from the Canary 
Islands in December 1952 totaled 13,352 
metric tons, compared with 15,708 tons 
in December 1951. The crop was just as 
large in 1952 as in 1951 but excessive 
humidity and strong winds damaged a 
substantial quantity, making it unfit for 
export. 

The United Kingdom and Ireland pur- 
chased 11,863 tons, as compared with 
ag tons in the comparable period of 

The prevailing price (delivered in the 
United Kingdom) averaged 21 shillings 
per 12-kilogram basket; the smaller and 
more popular 6-kilogram basket aver- 
aged about 13 shillings. These prices 
contrast unfavorably with those pre- 
vailing in December 1951, which aver- 
aged from 25 to 30 shillings for the 
12-kilogram basket. 
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British Columbian Lumber Output, Prices 


Show Decline; Orders 


Lumber production in British Colum- 
bia during the first 10 months of 1952 
amounted to 2,793,330,000 board feet, 
compared with 2,941,829,000 board feet 
for the corresponding period of 1951, 
according to the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics. Coast mills accounted for ap- 
proximately 64 percent of production 
and interior mills for the rest. 

Failure of the United Kingdom to 
place any substantial orders in British 
Columbia for 1953 has reduced orders 
on hand by 70 percent in comparison 
with those of the year before, and prices 
at. which lumber is being sold range 
from 20 to 30 percent below prices pre- 
vailing in 1951. 

Immediate prospects for lumber ship- 
ments on any scale to Australia, New 
Zealand, and South Africa are unfavor- 
able, although these countries are re- 
ported to be depleting their ample: re- 
serves. In the final analysis, it appears 
that producers will be largely dependent 
on the domestic and U. S. markets in 
1953 for the bulk of their business. 


The log scale by the end of December 


From U.K. Reduced 


1952 was expected to exceed 4 billion 
board feet, despite the fact that logging 
operations on the coast were completely 
shut down during the summer for 65 
days because of labor disputes and fire 
hazard. 


The total log scale in British Colum- 
bia for the first 10 months of 1952 
amounted to 3,615,662,833 board feet 
compared with a cut of 3,470,940,677 


feet during the corresponding period of 
1951. 


The tempo of logging operations is 
expected to decline in the first few 
months of 1953, because of the lack of 
substantia] British orders for. lumber, 
and as a result of the fairly heavy in- 
ventory of log stocks in the water or 
at the mills°and camps. Stocks were 
reported on December 12, 1952, in mil- 
lions of board feet, as follows: 


Dec. 12, Dee. 13, 
Log stocks 1952 1951 
OG: aceabilenicticiqnitntiilndiidctie ds 442 1 
3 RAS a ge ee. 226 on 
Hemlock and balsam. .......... 259 212 
Miscellaneous o......ccccccccsecsees 33 : 





World Food Supplies 


(Continued from Page 14) 
Stocks of edible oils at the beginning 
of the current consumption year were 
larger, mainly because of the substan- 
tial carry-over of olive oil from the 
record 1951 crop. 


Crop Prospects Vary With Area 

The outlook for winter crops in the 
Northern Hemisphere which will be a 
part of the world food supplies during 
the 1953-54 consumption year, is less 
favorable than it was a year ago. De- 
cember crop conditions in the United 
States indicated a winter wheat crop 
of only 611 million bushels compared 
with the 1952 crop of 1,053 million 
bushels. 


In Europe, weather conditions for 
winter grains are variable but generally 
below the relatively favorable condi- 
tions at this time last year. In the 
U.S.S.R. and the Danube basin, planting 
was delayed in some areas but condi- 
tions are now reported satisfactory. 

Several countries of western Conti- 
nental Europe had an early winter and 
unusually heavy precipitation, which de- 
layed fall planting and crops entered 
the winter season with less fall growth 
than usual. The area sown in France 
by January 1, 1953, was 8 percent less 
than a year ago and seeding was also 
backward in Western Germany. 

On the other hand, wheat ‘acreage in 
Italy is at least as large as that of last 
year and the crop is well advanced. 
Conditions are generally good in the 
United Kingdom and Spain. In Turkey, 
seeding was delayed by late fall rains 


German Volkswagen Car To 
Be Sold on Japanese Market 


The German Volkswagen automobile 
soon will appear on the Japanese mar- 
ket. The Director General of the Ger- 
man Volkswagen firm recently con- 
cluded a contract with a Japanese im- 
port firm, Fuji Shoji Ltd. for the de- 
livery of finished automobiles, beginning 
with an initial delivery of 200 in the 
first quarter of this year. 

Because of high customs duties and 
expenses, the selling price of the Volks- 
wagen in Japan will be relatively high— 
the equivalent of about $2,380. This is 
substantially above the price of com- 
peting English and French cars. Never- 
theless, it is hoped that the Volkswagen 
will find a good reception in Japan be- 
cause of its economy in operation and 
its special adaptability to Japanese traf- 
fic conditions. 

Japanese business circles have also 
expressed interest in the conclusion of 
a contract with Volkswagen for the 
establishment of an assembly plant in 
Japan, but it will probably be some time 
before such a plant materializes be- 
cause of the special equipment and prep- 
aration necessary. In the meantime 
Volkswagen has made arrangements 
with another Japanese firm, Shin-Mit- 
subishi-Ju-Kogyo Ltd., for the repair 
of Volkswagen cars in Japan. 





in the principal wheat-growing area, 
and in Syria a serious drought threatens 
the crop in the southern part of the 


-country. India reports generally fa- 


vorable prospects for the spring wheat 
crop. 





NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





Greek Demand for Motor Vehicles Increasing 


Greek demand for motor vehicles of 
all types in 1951 and 1952 was strong. 

This demand is only partially met by 
noncommercial imports, such as those 
made by persons enjoying diplomatic 
franchise, who may import the passen- 
ger cars owned by them and resell them 
on their departure from Greece, and 
those made by certain categories of per- 
sons and firms (Greek disabled officers, 
oil companies, air transport companies, 
firms exporting Greek products, etc.), 
who are permitted to import motor ve- 
hicles for their own use under specific 
conditions. 

The consistently high prices of second- 
hand units on the Greek market are 
proof of the existing scarcity. 

Prospects for the near future are 
brighter. The July-December 1952 im- 
port licensing schedule included the 
equivalent of $1,000,000 for truck and 
bus chassis for import from European 
Payments Union countries. 

At the same time, a basic change in 
the vehicle import licensing require- 
ments and in the distribution of vehicles 
to end-users has been put into effect 
through the “essential-use” criteria 
plan. 

This plan is based on the assump- 
tion that the expenditure of foreign 
exchange ‘necessary to import a vehicle 
can be justified only by the fact that the 
vehicle is necessary and essential to the 


Mexico's Flue-Cured 
Tobacco Yield High 


Production of flue-cured tobacco in 
Mexico, although not reported separate- 
ly, is estimated by trade sources at 
1,950 metric tons in the 1952-53 crop 
year, as compared. with 1,745 tons in 
1951-52 and 1,843 tons in 1950-51. 

All light-type tobaccos produced in 

Mexico are grown in the state of Na- 
yarit. On the basis of average yields 
for light types, the area in flue-cured 
tobacco in 1951-52 was about 3,916 
acres, and in 1952-53 about 4,300 acres. 
. The main tobacco crop in Mexico is 
planted in late fall and harvested in 
February, March, and April. Conse- 
quently it is still early for a reliable 
forecast of flue-cured production for the 
1952-53 crop. Moreover, much of the 
production (about 15,000 metric tons) of 
“other light” types is actually from 
flue-cured type seed but not actually 
heat cured. 
“ Manufacturers and buyers usually 
visit the Nayarit area during the har- 
vesting season and select certain fields 
to be flue-cured, leaving the rest to be 
air-cured. 

With the increasing demand for light- 
er-type cigarettes, the outlook is for 
a further steady increase in production 
of flue-cured leaf as well as of other 
light types. 
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Greek economy and mutual security. 

Therefore the use to which the vehicle 
is to be put would be the prime con- 
sideration in connection with import. 
Under this plan, a permit to purchase a 
new vehicle is issued to operators on 
the basis of the intended use of the 
vehicle. Permit holders will order the 
vehicle from an established distributor, 
who will execute the actual import and 
delivery to the customer. 


Despite increased demand, a marked 
decline was observed in all sectors of the 
Greek automotive trade in 1951, chiefly 
as’ a result of the reduced supply of 
vehicles on the local market. Imports 
in 1951, with figures for 1950 in paren- 
thesis, totaled: Passenger cars, 539 
(1,093); trucks including truck-trailers, 
881 (2,532); busses, 2 (30); chassis, 255 
(1,263). 


The Greek import licensing schedules, 
which regulate Greece’s import trade, 
for the fiscal year 1951-52 included only 
special foreign exchange allocations for 
trucks and truck trailers for the local 
mining industry, and chassis for special 
trucks for public service purposes. 


Italian Filbert Crop 
And Exports Decrease 


The 1952 Naples-Avellino filbert crop 
was unofficially estimated at 7,000 to 
8,500 metric tons, unshelled basis, as 
compared with 20,000 tons in 1951, 
Weather conditions were responsible for 
the small 1952 crop. 

Exports of unshelled filberts in the 
crop year September 1951 through 
August 1952 totaled 9,027 tons, com- 
pared with 11,772 tons in 1950-51. Ex- 
ports of shelled filberts in the 1951-52 
crop year amounted to 1,858 tons, 
against 8,227 tons in 1950-51. 

Germany and the United Kingdom 
were the most important purchasers of 
Italian unshelled filberts during the 
1951-52 crop year, taking 2,839 and 
2,647 tons, respectively. Switzerland re- 
ceived 545 tons of the shelled product in 
the 1951-52 crop year. France, the next 
most important purchaser of shelled fil- 
berts, bought 248 tons in 1951-52. The 
United States received 15 tons of un- 
shelled filberts and 61 tons of the 
shelled product in 1951-52. 

Exports of the 1952-53 crop have 
been limited to small sales to Germany 
and Scandinavia. Lack of activity in 
the export market is attributed to high 
prices demanded by local producers and 
lower price competition from other 
countries. 

Dealers state that U. S. buyers have 
shown no jnterest in the Italian filbert 
market. 

Producers and exporters reported that 
of the 1951 filbert crop not more than 
100 to 150 tons were in the hands of 
producers and dealers at the beginning 
of the new season. 





Supply of Citrus Fruit 
Expanded in W. Europe 


The supply of citrus fruit in Western 
Europe, from -sources other than the 
United States, has expanded greatly in 
recent years, according to a U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture marketing spe- 
cialist who has returned from a 3-month 
study of marketing prospects for U. S. 
fresh and processed citrus fruit in 10 
Western European countries. 


The countries visited were Italy, 
Switzerland, France, the United King- 
dom, Belgium, the Netherlands, Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark, and the German 
Federal Republic. 

The specialist stated that a signifi- 
cant factor in the-situation is that prac- 
tically all citrus fruit sold in Europe, 
including that from Spain, Israel, the 
Union of South Africa, and the United 
States, moves to market with subsidy 
aid. 

In the 1952-53 season, the all-time- 
record orange crop in the Mediterranean 
area will make available to Western 
Europe the greatest supply of winter 
oranges since World War II. 

Total orange imports of 9 Western 

European countries in 1953 probably 
will reach 55 million boxes, compared 
with 33 million in 1938. Orange produc- 
tion in major producing areas outside 
the United States has been reestab- 
lished since the war, and abundant sup- 
plies of these oranges available in the 
future will create international market- 
ing and distribution problems. The spe- 
cialist said. 
’ The industrialized"United States cit- 
rus industry is competitive with the 
world in quality and price of its proc- 
essed products, and its greatest foreign 
marketing opportunity seems to lie in 
the sale of these processed products, the 
specialist reported. A part of the de- 
velopment of foreign markets for the 
industry may be to supply frozen citrus 
juices to Europe’s growing number of 
frozen food consumers. 


CHEMICALS 


Indian Chemical Output Rises 


One of the largest producers of heavy 
chemicals in India, Tata Chemicals, Ltd., 
has a factory at Mithapur, Saurashtra, 
and a subscribed capital of 15,200,000 
rupes (1 rupee=US$0.21). 

Daily production capacity for soda 
ash now exceeds 100 long tons daily and 
is scheduled to be increased to 140 tons. 
Caustic soda, bleaching powder, and 
other industrial chemicals also are pro- 
duced. 








Australia Imports Fertilizer 


All of Australia’s supplies of phos- 
phate rock are imported from Nauru, 
Ocean, and Christmas Islands. Extensive 
investigation in the Commonwealth in 
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the past 30 years have failed to uncover 
any deposits which can compete with 
imported rock. Even during the acute 
shortage in World War II, only com- 
paratively small amounts from western 
artd southern Australia were used for 
superphosphate manufacture. 

The British Phosphate Commissioners, 
who handle the Commonwealth’s im- 
ports of phosphate rock, estimate that 
requirements will remain at approxi- 
mately 950,000 long tons annually in 
the immediate future. 


Israel Plans Increased Output 


Establishment of additional facilities 
is planned by Fertilizers & Chemicals, 
Ltd., Israel, in 1953 as part of a long- 
term production program that will 
eventually cover an extensive range of 
basic chemicals. 


When a new plant now under con- 
completed, considerable 
quantities of sodium phosphates, pyro- 
phosphates, ammonium phosphate, am- 
monium sulfate, and manganese sulfate 
are expected to be available for export. 

Production of ammonium phosphate, 
ammonium sulfate, and potassium sul- 
fate is scheduled to begin in 1954. 


Panama Needs Copper Sulfate 


Panama is expected to need approxi- 


' mately 9,000 short tons of copper sul- 


fate in 1953. Stocks will cover 4,500 
tons and the remainder is to be im- 
ported from the United States and 
Europe. 

Officials of a large fruit company and 
one of its subsidiaries report a consider- 
able increase in their requirements 
because of the company’s expanded 
activities at plantations in Almirante 
and Puerto Armuelles. 


Pakistan Builds New Plants 


Projects undertaken by the Pakistan 
Industrial Development Corporation are 
listed in the corporation’s first progress 
report. 


Construction of a 3,500-ton caustic- 


‘soda plant at Nowshera, in collaboration 


with private interests, has been started, 
and an agreement has been negotiated 
with the Technical Cooperation Ad- 
ministration for a 50,000-ton ammon- 
jum-sulfate factory near Daudkhel. 

Plans also have been completed for 
a superphosphate plant to be erected 
in conjunction with a sulfuric-acid 
factory at Lyallpur. 


Algeria Exports Phosphate Rock 


Exports of phosphate rock from A\l- 
geria totaled 460,930 metric tons in the 
first 9 months of 1952. They went 
principally to France, the Federal Re- 
public of Germany, the United Kingdom, 
Shipments in the second 
quarter were larger than in either of 
the other two quarters, 
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“Brazil Imports Less Fertilizer 
Brazil’s imports of fertilizers are ex- 
pected to decline in the crop year 1952- 
53. The Bank of Brazil has not been 
granting exchange for the importation 
of fertilizer mixtures, and trade sources 
state that the acute shortage of foreign 


exchange also has reduced the amounts 
allotted for most types of materials. 


Netherlands Ups Fertilizer Use 


Consumption of nitrogenous fertilizers 
in the Netherlands has been increased 
sharply in postwar years as a result 
of their wide use on grasslands and by 
horticulturists. 

The equivalent of 156,000 metric tons 
N was applied in the crop year 1951- 
52, which amount equals the peak con- 
sumption of the preceding year and ie¢ 
more than double the prewar average. 


Tunisian Fertilizer Plant Working 


Societe Industrielle d’Acide Phosphor- 
ique et d’Engrais at Sfax, Tunisia, is 
expected to reach full production early 
in 1953. The first orders have been 
received and are being filled. 


The plant is the largest and most 
important commercial installation in 
the country and will make it possible to 
utilize large quantities of low-grade 
phosphate rock from southern Tunisian 
mines. 

It is expected to need 13,500 metric 


tons of sulfur in the first 6 months of 
1953. 


Turkey Imports Freon Gas 


Imports of Freon into Turkey are 
small and are mostly for household 
refrigerators; the quantity used in 
commercial units is insignificant: How- 
ever, consumption is increasing as most 
of the new imported refrigerators use 
Freon and it also is in demand for older 
models. 


The VU. S. product is preferred, but 
imports have been mostly from Euro- 
pean sources because of the shortage of 
dollar exchange. 


Canada Builds New Sulfur Plant 


A Canadian company, which devel- 
oped a new process for treating pyrites 
to obtain elemental sulfur and sulfur- 
dioxide gas in addition to high-grade 
sinter, will build a factory at Welland, 
Ontario, near a large chemical plant. 


The company considers it essential 
from the cost standpoint that its -treat- 
ment plant be near a customer who 
needs large quantities of sulfur and 
sulfur dioxide, so that these materials 
can be piped directly to the user. 

It is expected that the saving in the 
Dominion’s imports of sulfur will be 
approximately 54,000 tons annually, 


NEWS BY COMMODITIES 
ELECTRICAL GOODS 
Radio and TV Used in Britain 


A summary of sound and television 
receiving equipment licenses issued 
in the United Kingdom as of the end of 
November, 1952, was as follows: 


Sound Television 





Total 
England (exclud- 


ing Monmouth- 


NN RT ERT 9,087,067 1,743,192 10,830,259 
Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire ....... 587,875 33,953 621,828 
Scotland «0.0.0.0... 1,142,779 36,390 1,179,169 
Northern Ireland. 213,229 255 213,484 
Total _................11,080,950 1,813,790 12,844,740 


FOODSTUFFS 
Colombian Sugar Outlook Better 


Granulated sugar production in Co- 
lombia in 1953 may total 170,000 metric 





tons, compared with output in 1952 
estimated at 160,000 tons. 
The smaller production in 1952 is 


attributed to heavy rains during May 
and June and, in addition, to the usual 
closing of plants for repair work, and 
the slowdown from conversion by sever- 
al of the larger mills to the production 
of refined sugar. This new production is 
expected to start early in 1953 at an 
estimated rate of 35,000 to 40,000 tons 
annually. 


Some mention has been made in the 
press about an authorization of sugar 
importation in 1953 reportedly to be 
handled by the Corporacion de Defense 
de Productos Agricolas. However, no 
decree has been issued nor has there 
been any official word that such action 


is likely to be taken in the immediate 
future. 


India To Restrict Tea Output 


At a joint meeting held in Calcutta on 
December 18, 1952, attended by rep- 
resentatives of all the tea-producing as- 
sociations in India, an agreement was 
reached on the voluntary restriction of 
tea production «in 1953. 


Plans cali for a reduction from 620,- 
000,000 pounds to about 570,000,000 
pounds. The aim of the association is to 
reduce output by about 8 percent, which 
will be prorated on the basis of a for- 
mula fixed in accordance with market 
needs and local producing conditions, 


\ 
Colombian Coffee Exports Rise 


Exports of coffee from Colombia in 
the first 11 months of 1952 totaled 
4,465,744 bags of 60 kilograms each (1 
kilogram = 2.2046 pounds), an increase 
of nearly 7 percent over the 4,179,007 
bags shipped in the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1951. 

Of the total exports, 3,950,574 bags 
went to the United States, 363,882 bags 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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Latin American Exchange Rates 


NOTE: Averages are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency per dollar, with the following exceptions: The 
peso of the Dominican Republic, the Guatemalan quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the 
dollar at 1 to 1; the Haitian gourde is fixed at 5 gourdes to a dollar. 

























































































Average rate Latest available quotations 
Country ps 2 Type of exchange Approximate 
1950 1 : : 
city | catty | S25 | mam | ents, | ta 

Argentina..... Peso Basic 17.50 7.50 7.50 7.50 $0.1333 Dec. 31, 1952 
Preferential 15.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 -2000 Do. 
Free market...........ccssses 114.04 14.21 14.00 13.98 .0715 Do. 

p | REE Oo |. | | mae 260.60 60.60 60.60 60.60 .0165 Jan. 16 
LD.” ene. £ oe aa *101.00 101.00 101.00 101.00 -0099 Do. 
an *130.00 130.00 130.00 .0077 Do. 
Special #190.00 190.00 190.00 -0053 Do. 
Curb..... 161.50 5192.00 *248.00 885.00 .0026 Do. 

BraziL.............| Cruzeiro........ GE Eee Se 18.72 18.72 18.72 18.72 .0534 Jan. 31 

Chile. Peso a ne i lc 31.10 31.10 31.10 31.10 .032 Dec, 31, 1952 
Banking market... 43.10 43.10 43.10 43.10 .0232 Do. 
Provisional commercial. 60.10 60.10 60.10 60.10 .0166 Do 
Special commercial......... *50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00 .0200 Do. 
Free market (curb)........ 91.04 86.14 136.87 130.50 .0077 Do. 

Colombia...... WDD. cientetee Bank of Republic “............ ae Sa Pit Oe eae’ 2 Se bale one 
Basic * etnilncdads 2.51 2.51 2.51 .3984 Jan. 31 

Costa Rica..| Colon.............../ Controlled... 5.67 5.67 5.67 5.67 .1764 Do 
Uncontrolled... 8.77 7.70 6.65 6.65 .1504 Do. 

Ecuador........ IG ccstneneiie Central Bank “ (official) $13.50 15.15 15.15 15.15 .0660 Dec. 31, 1952 
Free... 18.36 17.82 17.48 17.45 .0573 Do. 

Honduras..... Lempira Official... Ta Rrcticcetashtiecsestensienedics 92.02 2.02 2.02 2.02 .4950 Jan. 31 

Mexico........... DG inncidiens ei iiteditinadtlbccdclivenentisecsensotens 8.65 8.45 8.65 8.65 1156 Do. 

Nicaragua. Cordoba........ Official 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 .2000 Dec. 31, 1952 
Basic 107.00 7.00 7.00 7:00 .1429 Do, 
Curb...... 6.92 7.03 7.32 7:30 -1370 Do. 

Paraguay..... RR NS Si) ee een ean 15.00 .0667 Jan. 31 
Be dekinhseceensoce 1228.98 30.00 49.00 .0204 Do. 

Peru Sol Exchange certificate........ 14.85 15.08 15.37 15.60 .0641 Dec. 31, 1952 
Free....... 15.54 15.23 15.57 15.72 .0636 Do. 

Salvador....... COlON..,....000e0 Free..... 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 .4000 Jan. 31 

Uruguay....... | PS0......00000. Controlled s 1.90 1.90 1.90 1.90 -5263 Dec. 31, 1952 
Commercial free................ 2.45 2.45 2.45 2.45 -4082 Do. 
Uncontrolled-nontrade.... 2.61 2.24 2.84 2.75 -3636 Do. 

Venezuela.....| Bolivar.......... a 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 -2985 Jan. 31 
RS aaa TS ee 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 -2985 Do. 


























1September-Deceinber. Rate established 
August 28, 1950. 


‘ 8, i -December. Rate established April 


a March-December. Rate established Feb- 
ruary 25, 1950. 

* December only. Special rates, first de- 
veloped as implicit rates in barter trans- 
actions or in permitted transactions fi- 
nanced with “‘“‘own exchange,”’ given official 


recognition toward the close of 1951. 

5 Average based on month-end quotations 
during 1951. 

* August-December. Rate established July 
25, 1950. 

™See explanatory notes. Bank of Repub- 
lic selling rate abolished and new basic 
rate established March 20, 1951. (15.15) 


’ January-November. New rate 
established December 1, 1950. 
® July-December. Selling rate in effect 


throughout country since July 1, 1950. 

1% November-December. Rate established 
November 9, 1950. 

1% New exchange rate structure estab- 
lished August 1, 1952. See explanatory notes. 


1% March-December average based on 
month-end quotations. 

* Bolivian curb rate as of September 6, 1952. 

(For explanation of rates, see notes in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 15, 1952.) 





News by Commodities 
(Continued from Page 17) 
to Europe, and 151,288 bags to other 
destinations. 
Both U. S. and Colombian market 
prices remained firm. 


Cuban Sugar Distributed 


Cuba officially distributed 5,000,000 
tons of the 1953 sugar crop on January 
14, as follows: United States free quota 
1,349,848 tons; United States retained 
quota 650,152 tons; world free quota 
1,400,000 tons; special retained quota 
1,350,000 tons; and local consumption 
250,000 tons. 


Paraguay Buys Argentine Wheat 


Paraguay is “reported to have made 
arrangements to purchase 80,000 metric 


tons of Argentine wheat during 1953. 
The first shipment was expected to ar- 
rive early in January. The wheat is to 
be paid for with Argentine pesos which 
have accumulated from Paraguayan 
lumber shipments to Argentina during 
the past 2 years, according to well in- 
formed sources. 


The 80,000 tons of Argentine wheat 
will probably be sufficient to satisfy the 
entire Paraguayan demand in 1953. 


Sicily's Filbert Crop Small 


Sicily’s 1952 harvest of unshelled fil- 
berts was comparatively small, amount- 
ing to 5,000 metric tons. 

Exports of unshelled filberts in the 
first 9 months of 1952 amounted to 
1,427 metric tons. Western Germany 


was the leading purchaser, taking 653 
tons. The United Kingdom ranked sec- 
ond, with 280 tons, and Egypt third, 
taking 162 tons. The remainder went 
to a number of other countries. No fil- 
berts were shipped from Sicily to the 
United States. 


PAINTS AND PIGMENTS 
Indian Paint Plant Stops Work 


Travancore Titanium Products, Ltd., 
Travancore-Cochin State, India, has 
suspended operations for an indefinite 
period, principally because of high pro- 
duction costs. It is understood that the 
Government of India plans to send a 
technical assistant to advise on re- 
activating the factory. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Cologne Spring Fair To German Handicraft Fair Invites 
United States Participation 


The German Handicraft Fair, fourth largest fair in Western 
Germany, will be held for the fifth time, April 9-19, 1953, at Munich. 

This event, combining the features of a fair and an exhibition, is 
under the auspices of the Association for Handicraft Expositions and 


Present Two Sections 


The International Cologne Fair, under 
the management of Messe-und-Ausstel- 
lungs, G.m.b.H. is held annually, in 
spring and fall, with each fair having 
two sections. In the 1953 spring fair, 
the first section, household goods and 
hardware, will be held February 22-24, 
1953; the second section, textiles and 
clothing, March 8-10, 1953. 

These fairs are held in permanent 
exhibition halls covering about 52,000 
square meters, with additional outdoor 
space of about 300,000 square meters. 

The 1952 spring fair, textile goods and 
clothing section, was visited by about 
25,000 persons, mostly authorized pur- 
chasers. 

The volume of business transacted 

was considered satisfactory by the 1,600 
exhibitors from.Germany and 49 foreign 
countries, including the United States. 
Offers of Dutch, Belgian, Italian and, 
toa lesser degree, of French, Swiss, 
and British goods were extensive, and 
turnovers were reasonably large. Most 
of the products displayed. by foreign 
exhibitors, in particular Dutch finished 
goods, were offered at relatively low 
prices. 

The 1952 spring fair household goods 
and iron ware section attracted ap- 
proximately 27,000 purchasers. 

Most of the 900 firms exhibiting were 
satisfied with the business _trans- 
acted. The household and kitchen ap- 
pliance industry accounted for a partic- 
ularly large share in business. Other 
industries reporting satisfactory trans- 
actions were in stoves and ovens, re- 
frigerators, glassware, porcelain, and 
ceramics. 

Several European countries presented 
collective exhibitions of products typi- 
cal of their countries in a separate hall. 
Among these were France, the Neth- 
erlands, Belgium, Italy, and Switzerland. 

Further information on this semian- 
nual fair may be had from Messe-und- 
Ausstellungs Gesellshaft m.b.H., Messe- 
platz, Cologne, Germany, or from the 
German-American Trade Promotion 
Office, Empire State Building, Suite 


6921, 350 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y. 





Annual Indian Fair Promotes 
Displays of Foreign Goods 


=~ Foreign participation is invited at 
the annual Nauchandi Fair to be held 
March 8-15, 1953, at Meerut, India. 
This fair, claimed to be one of the 
largest in northern India, is accompa- 
nied by a horse show and _ industrial 
agricultural exhibits. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from Mool Chandra, 
President, District Board, Meerut, India. 


February 16, 1953 


Fairs, Inc., known as the “Verein. 
the Verein operates on a year-round 
basis and is devoted to the promotion 
of German artisan industry and skilled 
trades. It enjoys the approval and sup- 
port of the Bavarian Minister of Eco- 
nomics and other officials. 

The exhibition site is the Municipal 
Exhibition Park, which includes some 
20,000 square meters of covered space 
in five halls and 15,000 square meters of 
outdoor space (1 square meter=10.76 
square feet). 

American participation is desired, 
particularly in the special exhibit of 
Handicraft Arts and Design, a display 
of national products embodying the best 
in creative styling and finishing, new 
materials, and advanced methods, 

This fair, although entitled “Handi- 
craft,” is actually a commercial ex- 
hibition with major emphasis on light 
capital and producers’ goods. Consumer 
goods, especially clothing, textiles, 
household items, and furniture are ex- 
pected to be strongly represented as in 
previous years. 


Producers Goods To Be Shown 


Capital goods and producers goods - 


will be displayed as follows: Building 
and allied trades — hand and power 
tools, machine, lathes; woodworking 
and cabinet making—hand and power 
tools, machines, lathes; metal working 
lathes, milling machines, power tools; 
light welding, riveting, and brazing 
equipment; miscellaneous artisan and 
handicraft hand and power tools; grain 
milling equipment; bakers’ and confec- 
tioners’ equipment; garment making 
and tailoring equipment; commercial 
laundering and cleaning equipment; 
optical lenses and components. 


Consumer goods to be shown will 
include: Clothing, fashions, fur coats; 
textiles; leather goods and shoes; house- 
hold and office furniture and furnish- 
ings; household and kitchen equipment, 
manual and electrical appliances; in- 
terior decorating; radios, musical in- 
struments; photographic and optical 
equipment; professional books and tech- 
nical literature; sports and games; 
handicraft articles; transportation 
equipment. 

Exhibits will be brought into Ger- 
many under bond. Special permission 
must be secured from German authori- 
ties to dispose of displayed items in 


” A permanent private organization, 





Germany at the conclusion of the fair. 

The 1952 fair was attended by over 
205,000 visitors. There were 1,317 ex- 
hibitors from nine countries. No Ameri- 
can exhibitors participated. Exhibits at- 
tracting most interest were the machine 
tool, household appliance, and skilled 
handicraft displays. 

Further information about this fair 
may be had from Dr. Max Valdemar 
Halbe, Director, Association for Handi- 
craft Exhibits and Fairs, Inc, 
Theresienhoehe 14/I, Munich 12, Ger- 
many, or from the U. S.-German Cham- 


ber of Commerce, 11 Broadway, New 
York, N. Y. : 


Guided Trip to Fair 
In Utrecht Planned 


The sixtieth International Utrecht In- 
dustries Fair will be held in Utrecht, 
Netherlands, March 17-26, 1953, under 





_the auspices of Vereeniging tot het Hou- 


den van Jaarbeurzen in Nederland (As- 
sociation for the Holding of Annual 
Fairs in the Netherlands) and the N. V. 
Maatschappij tot Exploitatie van Jaar- 
beursgebouwen (Company for the Op- 
eration of Fair Buildings, Inc.) with the 
cooperation of the Netherlands Govern- 
ment, 

The Netherlands Chamber of Com- 
merce in the United States, Inc., at 41 
East Forty-second Street, Room 721, 
New York 17, N. Y., plans to organize a 
guided collective trip to the fair, pro- 
vided sufficient participation is obtained. 
An experienced Holland staff will act as 
guides to permit members of the group 
to spend their time as efficiently and 
effectively as possible. 

The Chamber has also announced 
that if sufficient American visitor par- 
ticipation is indicated not only will boat 
and/or plane facilities and hotel reser- 
vations be arranged, but the Chamber 
is prepared to arrange for reserved — 
chartered flights to the fair. 

Persons desiring additional informa- 
tion concerning this plan or the fair 
may communicate with Ph. J. Gomperts, 
Executive Secretary at the address 
mentioned above. 


Further information was published in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly of Novem- 
ber 17, 1952, page 26. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





i B ooks 
and Reports 


United States Treaties and Other In- 
ternational Agreements, Volume 1, 
1950. U.S. Department of State. Su- 
perintendent of Documents, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., 1953. $5.75. 


This volume, the first of the series 
provided for by legislation supplement- 
ing Reorganization Plan No. 20 of 1950, 
will be produced on a calendar-year 
basis. 

The series will, beginning as of Janu- 
ary 1, 1950, contain “all treaties to 
which the United States is a party that 
have been proclaimed during each cal- 
endar year, and all international agree- 
ments other than treaties to which the 
United States is a party that have been 
signed, proclaimed, or with reference 
to which any other final formality has 
been executed, during each calendar 
year.” 

Treaties and agreements were pre- 
viously published in the United States 
Statutes at Large. Reorganization Plan 
No. 20 transferred responsibility for 
publication of the Statutes at Large, 
except with respect to treaties and 
other international agreements, from 


New Report Reveals Easing | 
Of Restrictions, on Exports 


Further easing of the supply situa- 
tion enabled the Department of Com- 
merce to relax restrictions on exports 
of many additional commodities, the 
Department’s recently published report 
on export control operations in the 
third quarter of 1952 reveals. 


The publication, entitle? F.xport Con- 
trol, Twenty-First Quarteviy Réport, re- 
views actions taken with respect to 
various commodities and surveys activi- 
ties in connection with the priority as- 
sistance program, controls on direct and 
indirect shipments of strategic materials 
to the Soviet bloc, and the export con- 
trol enforcement program. 


Included in the report is a table 
showing the commodity classifications 
on the Positive List as of September 
30, 1952, together with the quantities 
licensed during the second and third 
quarters of 1952. Two other. tables show 
the extent of control over U. S. exports 
and reexports in the third quarter, and 
U. S. trade with the Soviet bloc from 
1947 to June 1952. 

The 34-page publication may be ob- 
tained from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C., or from 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices, at 15 cents a copy. 
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the Department of State to the Ad- 
ministrator of General Services. 

Public Law 821 of the Eighty-first 
Congress gave the Secretary of State 
responsibility for issuance of treaties 
and other international agreements in 
a separate publication. 


The texts of the documents are literal 
prints of the originals with sidenotes 
and footnotes supplying the necessary 
references. Each volume contains a list 
of the instruments and a comprehensive 


index. The series has blue buckram 
binding with gold lettering and is de- 
siged in a standard size. 

Volume 2 covering 1951 will be re- 
leased early in 1953. 


REFINED SULFUR has been offered 
by exporters in the Federal Republic of 
Germany to El Salvador without quota 
restrictions, trade sources in El Salva- 
dor report. The sugar industry is an 
important user of this product. 
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Ts heb World Traders 


keep up to date on export licensing requirements ... 


COMPREHENSIVE EXPORT SCHEDULE 
and supplementary 
CURRENT EXPORT BULLETINS 


A loose-leaf compilation containing all official regulations and policies 
governing the export licensing of commercial shipments. 


How to obtain an export license 
How to clear shipments through customs 
What commodities require export licenses 
What information is needed for an export license 
What policies are followed in considering applications 
What restrictions are placed on exports to certain countries 
Under what circumstances an export license is unnecessary 
. ». and hundreds of other official answers to basic questions 


eee ee ee Re RR ee Oe ee ee eee eH RR RET EO eR See ee eee eee 


ORDER BLANK 
Comprehensive Export Schedule—Current Export Bulletins 


1 wish to subscribe for «2.0.0.0 set(s) of the Comprehensive Export Schedule 
and supplementary Current Export Bulletins for one year ending March 31, 1954, 
Enclosed is [] check [1] money order (cash at sender's risk) for $ 

Subscription rates in the United States, $7.50 per year; foreign, $9.50 per year. 
Domestic air mail service on Current Export Bulletins, enclose additional $10.00 
remittance (air mail service not available for foreign subscriptions), 


see ereeeseeeeees® 





City, zone, state 
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Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. $. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C, 
Make check or money order payable to Superintendent of Documents. 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 








Swiss To Mint 
New Coins 


A new Swiss monetary law to 
take effect on March 26, 1953, pro- 
vides for the minting of gold coins 
of 50 and 25 frances, silver coins 
of 5, 2, 1, and % francs, copper- 
nickel coins of 20, 10, and 5 cen- 
times, and bronze coins of 2 and 1 
centimes. (1 Swiss franc=US 
$0.23.) 

The present nickel coins of 20, 
10, and 5 centimes will continue 
to have legal circulation until such 
time as is determined by the Fed- 
eral Council.—Leg., Bern. 
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‘abolished. 








France Sets up Labor 
Code for Territories 


France has instituted a labor code for 
all*French Overseas Territories and As- 
sociated Territories, by Law No, 52- 
1322 of December 15, 1952. 

The code has already been promul- 
gated and ratified in French West Af- 
rica, by an order of December 24, pub- 
lished in the Journal Officiel of the Ter- 
ritory on December 26, 1952, and simi- 
lar ratifications by other Overseas Ter- 
ritories are expected to follow. 

The new law begins with a preamble 
which states that forced labor has been 
It then treats of the func- 
tions of trade unions, labor contracts, 
collective bargaining, 
tion of wage scales. 

Standards for labor conditions in re- 
lation to the length of the working day, 
night work, vacations, etc., are pre- 
scribed in detail. Several chapters are 
devoted to the scope of social security 
and medical and other hygienic services. 

The code also deals with the admin- 
istrative phase of hiring labor, the work 
of consultative and labor relations com- 
mittes, the settling of labor disputes, 
and other pertinent matters. 

A loan copy of this code is available 
from the Near Eastern and African Di- 
vision, Office of International Trade, 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

The Overseas Territories are: French 
West Africa, French Equatorial Africa, 
Madagascar and the Cormoro Archipel- 
ago, French Somaliland, New Caledonia 
and dependencies, the French Settle- 
ment of India, and Saint Pierre» and 
Miquelon. The Associated Territories 


are French Cameroons and Togoland, 
both U. N. trusteeships. 


and determina- 
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First Philippine Rural Credit Bank 
Opens; Other Aid Offered Farmers 


The first of a number of Philippine banks to offer rural credit 
facilities was opened in December, in implementation of the Rural Banks 
~Act passed by the Philippine Congress in June 1952. 

These rural credit banks will be privately owned but under super- 
vision of the Central Bank, which is responsible for issuing governing 


regulations and for periodic examination 
of operations. 

By the end of 1952 applications for 
rural bank charters had been received 
from 26 of the 52 Provinces and 7 
additional banks had been scheduled to 
begin business in January. 


Provision of rural credit at not more 
than 12 percent interest is the function 
of the banks. By this institutional re- 
form the Philippines hopes to meet the 
normal credit needs of farmers and 
farm families owning or cultivating not 
over 50 hectares (123.5 acres) of land, 
and thereby to release small farmers 
from excessive interest rates. 


The credit requirements of small 
merchant and business enterprises with 
capital investments not exceeding 25,000 
pesos ($12,500) and of essential rural 
industries other than those which are 
strictly agricultural are also to be met 
by the banks. 

When local capital is not available 
in sufficient amount, the Rehabilitation 
Finance Corporation, a Government 
agency, may subscribe to preferred 
stock in a rural bank in an amount 
equal to the private.ownership, but RFC 
does not thereby acquire voting power 
in the management of the institution. 
Moreover, stock issued by RFC may be 
paid off at any time the bank’s capital 
strength is sufficient to permit retire- 
ment of such shares. 


Government To Aid Farm Marketing 
As a further ‘stimulus to agricultural 
development, the Agricultural Credit 


and Cooperative and Financing Admin- 
istration was formally inaugurated in 





Indonesia Assesses New 
Automobile Luxury Tax 


Indonesia has imposed 4 graduated 
annual tax on luxury cars, effective 
January 1, 1953. 

Luxury cars are defined as 1948 or 
later models with a cylinder capacity 
of over 2,000 cubic centimeters. 

The new tax rates are 600 rupiahs 
for cars from 2,000 to 2,500 cu. cm., 
1,200 rupiahs for cars up to 3,000 cu. 
cem., 2,400 rupiahs to 3,500 cu. em., 3,600 
rupiahs to 4,000 cu. cm., and 4,800 ru- 
piahs for cars having a cylinder capac- 
ity in excess of 4,000 cu. cm. (US$1= 
approximately 11.40 rupiahs.)—Emb., 
Djakarta, - 
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December. ACCFA, a Government cor- 
poration created by legislative act of 
August 1952, is designed to promote 
improved distribution facilities for agri- 
cultural commodities. This will be done 
through the establishment of producer 
owned and operated cooperatives and 
the promotion of marketing practices 
that will enable producers to realize 
equitable returns from their output. 
ACCFA will also serve as a special 
source of credit, making supervised 
loans to farmers. It is authorized to 
lend to member farmers through the 
proposed cooperatives up to 2,000 pesos 
($1,000) to finance the purchase of sup- 
plies and equipment necessary for agri- 
cultural production. Such loans will be 
secured by marketing contracts or by 
warehouse receipts for produce stored 
with the cooperatives.—Emb., Manila. 





Panama Declares New Bait 
Fishing Fees, Regulations 


Panama has provided for higher li- 
cense fees for bait fishing and a general 
tightening of regulations, by decree No. 
30 of December 22, 1952, which super- 
sedes all previous decrees on the sub- 
ject. 

The new decree provides for calcula- 
tion of license fees on the basis of 15 
cents (U. S.) a ton of the net weight of 
the boat used. Charges were formerly 
in the form of flat fees, depending upon 
the weight category into which the 
boat fitted. The new system results in 
substantially higher fees, especially for 
boats of more than 100 net tons. 


The duration of a license, formerly 1 
year from date issued, is now limited 
to the current bait-fishing season. For 
example, a Jicense purchased during the 
last month of the season will cost the 
same as one for the entire season. No 
provision is made for the sale of li- 
censes at reduced rates to cover less 
than the full season. 


The bait-fishing season, formerly Feb- 
ruary 1 to September 30, is now desig- 
nated as February 15 to October 15, 


Discretionary authority of the Minister 


of Commerce and Industries to permit 
fishing during the remainder of the year 
is abolished. ‘ 


Permitted bait-fishing areas are un- 
changed. : 
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U. ERCHANT 
s. Marine EWS 











The pace in building merchant ships in 
1952 was set by Japan, Italy, and Ger- 
many, Lloyd’s Register of Shipping re- 
ports. 

The Merchant Fleet of the United 
States was easily the largest, with a 
total gross tonnage of 27,245,000, the 
Register also shows. Much of this ton- 
nage was in th® Reserve Fleet. The 1952 
figure, however, showed a drop of 87,000 
tons from the 1951 tonnage. 





American President Lines officials 
are interested in negotiations which 
would place a third Trans-Pacific pas- 
senger liner in service. APL now op- 
erates two liners, the President Wil- 
son and the President Cleveland, on 
this run. The officials state that there 
has been a steadily increasing demand 
for additional steamship passenger 
berths across the Pacific. 


World Trade Leads 


(Continued from Page 13) 


Electrical Equipment: 

Canada—Black & McDonald, Ltd. 
(distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 200 
King Street West, Toronto, Ontario, 
wishes to obtain exclusive or regional 
agency for electrical and electronic 
equipment and fixtures. 


Foodstuffs: 

Switzerland—Mauerhofer & Wasser 
(importing distributor), ‘““Aarbergerhof,” 
40 Aarbergergasse, Bern, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for dehydrated vegetables, 
suitable for the preparation of dry 
packaged soups. 


Hardware: 

El Salwador—A.F.I. (Agence Fran- 
caise d’Importation), (manufacturer’s 
agent), Apartado 309, San Salvador, 
wishes to obtain agency for all of 
Central America for builder’s hardware. 
Correspondence in Spanish or French 
preferred. 


Household Items: 

Canada—Liberty Import-Export Co. 
(importing distributor and manufac- 
turer’s agent), 5875 Decarie Boulevard, 
Suite 4 (P.O. Box 726, Station B), 
Montreal, P.Q., wishes to obtain agency 
for household items, including cutlery 
for table and kitchen use, kitchen uten- 
sils, and aluminum, enamel, glass, and 
earthen wares. 





Hydroelectric Equipment: 

India—Blue Star Engineering Co. 
(Bombay), Ltd. (importer, retailer, ex- 
porter, wholesaler, manufacturer), Kas- 
turi Buildings, Jamshedji Tata Road, 
Churchgate Reclamation, Bombay 1, 
wishes to act as representative for man- 
ufacturers of power-generating ma- 
chinery and transmission equipment, 
such as steam turbines, hydro-turbines, 
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high-pressure pipe lines for pen stock, 
large and medium size diesel engines for 
power houses, electric generators and 
transformers, high-tension switchgear, 
substation equipment, rectifiers, steel 
transmission towers, conductors, insu- 
lators, disconnecting switches, carrier 
high-frequency telephone systems, dam 
and weir gates, and cranes. 

Machinery: 

Italy—Damiano Piccinini (importing 
distributor and commission merchant), 
6 Piazza Bernardini, Lucca, wishes to 
obtain agency for machinery and equip- 
ment used for disinfecting hospitals, 
hotels, and other large establishments. 

Union of South Africa—Jan A. van 
den Berg (wholesale agent and manu- 
facturer’s representative), P.O. Box 
1073, Windhoek (Southwest Africa), 
wishes to obtain agency for industrial 
machinery. 


Metal and Metal Products: 

Italy—Damiano Piccinini (importing 
distributor and commission merchant), 
6 Piazza Bernardini, Lucca, wishes to 
obtain agency for scrap metal. 

El Salvador—A‘F.I. (Agence Fran- 
caise d’Importation), (manufacturer’s 
agent), Apartado 309, San Salvador, 
wishes to obtain agency for all of 
Central America for aluminum sheets. 
Correspondence in Spanish or French 
preferred. 


Naval Stores: 


Italy—Soec. An. Commerciale Fiu- 
mana (sales agent and commission 
merchant), 1 Via Sottoripa, Genoa, 
wishes to obtain agency for gum rosin, 
primarily “WW” quality. 


Oils: 

Italy—Damiano Piccinini (importing 
distributor and commission merchant), 
6 Piazza Bernardini, Lucca, wishes to 
obtain agency for lubricating and fuel 
oils. 


Textiles: 

El Salvador—A.F.I. (Agence Fran- 
caise d’Importation), (manufacturer’s 
agent), Apartado 309,, San Salvador, 
wishes to act as representative, cover- 
ing all of Central America, for mills 
or converters only for fancy cotton 
and synthetic piece goods in tropical 


weights and patterns. Correspondence, 


in Spanish or French preferred. 


Waste Products: 

Italy—Damiano Piccinini (importing 
distributor and commission merchant), 
6 Piazza Bernardini, Lucca, wishes to 
obtain agency for textile rags and waste. 


Wire and Cables: 

Italy—Artel S.A. (wholesaler, retail- 
er), 24 Via Vittor Pisani, Milan, wishes 
to obtain agency for all sizes of electric 
copper wire and cables, 15 to 20 tons 
monthly. 

Wool 

Italy—Damiano Piccinini (importing 
distributor and commission merchant), 
6 Piazza Bernardini, Lucca, wishes to 
obtain agency for wool. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Austria—Dipl. Ing. Dr. Walter Zan- 
dra, representing E. Schrack Elektrizi- 
taets-Aktiengesellschaft (manufacturer 
and exporter), 25-27 Pottendorferstrasse, 
Vienna XII, seeks U. S. market for elec. 
tro-technical articles, controllers, and 
starters. He was scheduled to arrive 
February 2, via New York, for a visit of 
4 weeks. U. S. address: c/o F. J. Bellac, 
45 West 81st Street, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Connecticut, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. 


Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. x 

England—G. Manno, representing L, 
Manno & Co., 35, Coram Street, London, 
W. C. 1, is interested in marketing Stil- 
ton cheese, whisky, tweed, glassware, 
and pipes. Scheduled to arrive February 
23, via New York, for a visit of 7 weeks. 
U. S. address: c/o Schroeder Bros., Inc., 
10 Beach Street, New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York. 


World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Japan—Isao Ueda, representing Nit- 
chitsu Mine Co., Ltd., 6574 Kugenuma, 
Fujisawa-shi, Kanagawa-ken, is inter- 
ested in purchasing equipment for zinc 
smelting plant. Scheduled to arrive Jan- 
uary 28, via Seattle, for a visit of 30 
days. U. S. address: c/o Messrs. Joseph 
Norris Murray, 115: Broadway, New 
York 6, N. Y. Itinerary: Seattle and 
New York City. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 





Australian Industry 
(Continued from Page 4) 


not impose such a program on the 
States. 

Two possible sources of oversea 
finance have been indicated recently: 
a new finance corporation is being 
formed in London and a proposal that 
the United Kingdom make sterling 
available to the International Bank for 
loans to British Commonwealth coun- 
tries has been discussed. (This proposal 
has now been accepted. See article on 
“IBRD Sterling Loans to Common- 
wealth Approved.”) Australia hopes 
that these media will lead to additional 
capital from its traditional source. 


The country also is interested in 
greater investments from the United 
States. The Minister of External Af- 
fairs stated recently that negotiations 
are proceeding with the United States 
for an agreement that will end double 
taxation and that the two Governments 
hope to begin negotiations in 1953 for 
a Foreign Commerce and Navigation 
Treaty.—Con. Gen., Sydney. 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 





Canadian East-West 
Truck Service Begun 


Departure from Halifax of a large 
trailer van on January 12 marked the 
establishment of the first Canadian 
coast-to-coast trucking service, with 
Halifax the focal point of Maritime 
operations. 

Among the cargo on board was a 
shipment of 250 lobsters to Vancouver 
and a shipment of fish for southern 
Ontario communities. 

This trip was the beginning of regu- 
Jar daily operations. The trucks, 
equipped to handle all types of goods 
and produce, .will leave Halifax each 
afternoon with Nova Scotian goods and 
others will arrive daily with commodi- 
ties for distribution in the Maritimes. 

Much of the present run is through 
the United States, but officials of As- 
sociated Lines hope that by 1956, when 
the trans-Canada highway is expected 
to be completed, the run will be on 
Canadian soil throughout the journey. 


Belgian | Chartering Firm 
Purchases Cargo Vessel 


Compagnie d’Expansion Maritime 
Belge EXMAR, S. A., an Antwerp firm 
of shipbrokers and chartering agents, 
recently signed a contract with Arme- 
ment Deppe of Antwerp for the pur- 
chase of the 7,084-gross-ton steamship 
Anvers. 

Delivery was made in January, and 
the vessel was renamed Clervaux. It 
will continue to sail under the Belgian 
flag but will not operate on a regular 
route. 

The Clervaux has a cargo capacity of 
540,062 cubic feet, fuel capacity of 1,144 
tons, and fresh-water capacity of 284 
tons. The five hatches are equipped 
with one derrick of 30 tons, two of 10 
tons, and eight of 5 tons. 





Japan Planning International Air Service 
Under Government and Private Ownership 


A Japanese international air service, 
to be established with funds furnished 
jointly by the Government and private 
sources is being planned, the Transpor- 
tation Minister of Japan recently an- 
nounced. 


The sum of $2,750,000, he stated, has 
been included in the 1953-54 budget 
for Government investment in an air- 
line. This amount would be matched by 
capital from private interests, which 
would share equally with the Govern- 
ment in ownership of -the enterprise. 
Diet approval of the budget item is 
required. 

The Minister, in a later interview 
with Embassy officials, gave no partic- 
ulars on the form of organization. He 
stated, however, that the arrangement 
would permit the three applicants for 
the trans-Pacific route—Japan Air 
Lines (operating contract with Trans- 
ocean Airlines): Japan International 
World Airways (operating contract 
with California Eastern Airlines): and 
Iino Steamship Company (operating 





Laotian National Airline 
Established as Monopoly 


On the basis of an agreement dating 
back to 1950 between the Governments 
of Laos and France, the Laotian nation- 
al carrier Air Laos -has now been es- 
tablished, and commercial operations 
began on December 1, 1952. 


Because of its Jimited capital Air 
Laos has not yet been able to purchase 
any planes but rents all air services 
from the private company Aigle Azur. 
This company formerly covered all reg- 
ular routes in Laos now subject to Air 
Laos’ monopoly rights as the national 
“chosen instrument” carrier. 





Service Improved on Mexican Railroad 


Transportation over the Ferrocarril 
del Pacifico, S.A., formerly Southern 
Pacific Railroad of Mexico, is reported 
to have improved. One daily train 
is being run between Culiacan and No- 
gales exclusively for the transportation 
of vegetables, the growers report, and 
efforts are being made to render still 
better service. 

Investments in stock by Sinaloa busi- 
hessmen in the last 2 weeks of Decem- 
ber amounted to 375,294.99 pesos, ac- 
cording to press reports. 

Further reports indicate that 200 new 
PS-1 type boxcars will be purchased 
at a cost of $5,775 dollars each, or a 
total of $1,155,000, chargeable to Ex- 
port-Import Bank credit. 

The following reconstruction work 
was accomplished during the period 
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April to December of last year: 75,000 
hard lumber ties were purchased from 
the State of Nayarit; 133,500 creosoted 
pine ties were purchased from the 
States of Chihuahua and California; 64,- 
693 cubic meters of ballast were used; 
embankments were reinforced and 
brush clearings made on 197 kilometers 
of line; 112-pound rail was purchased 
for 31 kilometers has been laid on 
about 7 kilometers of the main right 
of way and on 950 meters of side- 
tracks. 

Work on the Ferrocarril Mazatlan- 
Durango continued at a constant pace 
during the last 3 months of 1952. This 
railroad line will be of great benefit to 
the city of Mazatlan, which it will con- 
nect with the cities of Durango, Mata- 
moros, and Tampico, 


contract with KLM)—to purchase a 
share in the company. 

Each of the applicants has made its 
own arrangements with other carriers 
for aircraft and the conduct of opera- 
tions, but apparently no decision has 
been reached as to which, if any, will 
represent the nucleus of the new com- 
pany. 

Accomplishment of the plan would 
not mean that the Government would 
inject itself into the airline business, the 
Minister further stated, but rather that 
the conduct of the company would be 
left in private hands, the Government 
probably to furnish only a director- 
auditor. 





Italian Airline Buys 
Additional Equipment 


Linee Aeree Italiane during the past 
6 months has obtained second-hand air- 
craft to supplement its present do- 
mestic and international services pend- 
ing receipt in 1954 of new equipment 
ordered from an American company. 

The DC-6 acquired is undergoing ex- 
tensive modifications and will be de- 
livered in about 6 weeks. The first of 
four Convairs purchased was to be 
ferried to Italy and the remaining three 
to be available in February. 

With addition of the DC-6 LAT will 
have three aircraft of this type and will 
be able to operate three round trips a 
week across the Atlantic during the 
high season May to September. It will 
also increase its service between Rome 
and Lydda from the present. one flight 
to two flights a week and will inaugu- 
rate one flight a week from Rome to 
Karachi. 

LAI hopes to increase its services in 
Western Europe and to Germany, but 


details as to plans have not been dis- 
closed. 


Italian Scheduled Airlines 
Reduce Fares for Students 


Linee Aeree Italiane (LAI) and Ali- 
talia, the two Italian scheduled airlines, 
have announced 50-percent reductions 
for round-trip student travel on routes 
in Europe, Africa, and the Middle and 
Far East. 

LAI will give the reduction on the 
line to New York only as far as Shan- 
non, but between Shannon and New 
York normal rates will apply. 








THE AUSTRIAN NATIONAL BANK 
increased its discount rate from 5 to 5% 


percent annually, effective January 22, 
1952. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Export Controls Are 
Eased on Many Items 


Relaxation of export controls oh more 
than 50 commodities has been an- 
nounced by the Office of International 
Trade, 

The items—which include certain 
synthetic rubbers, some wax products, 
projector-type lighting carbons, a va- 
riety of metal manufactures including 
builders’ hardware and plumbers’ brass 
goods, two ferro-alloys, several types 
of industrial machinery and parts, a 
number of chemicals, and paints con- 
taining radium—were removed from 
OIT’s “Positive List” and may now be 
exported under General License GRO 
to all areas except the Iron Curtain 
countries, Hong Kong, and Macao. 

OIT took this action in line with 
its policy of relaxing controls on com- 
modities as soon as improved supply 
makes this possible. 

A complete list of the commodities 
removed from the Positive List, in- 
cluding their Schedule B numbers, is 
given in Current Export Bulletin 693. 





Import Duty Suspension 
On Copper Extended 


A bill to extend the suspension of the 
2-cent-a-pound import tax on copper un- 
til June 30, 1954, was approved by the 
Senate on February 10 and sent to the 
President for his consideration. The bill 
(H.R. 568) had already passed the house 
on January 19, 1953. 


Decision on this subject early in the 
new session of Congress was necessi- 
tated by the fact that the previous sus- 
pension of the import tax on copper and 
copper articles was due to expire on 
February 15, 1953. 


OIT Extends Blanket 


License Procedure 


The blanket (BLT) license procedure, 
under which one export license may be 
used to ship a commodity to two or 
more consignees in the same country, 
has been extended to include all items 
except rice on the “Positive List” of the 
Office of International Trade. 


In addition, items not on the Posi- 
tive List but requiring validated licenses 
when exported to the Iron Curtain coun- 
tries, Hong Kong, and Macao were also 
made subject to the BLT procedure. 
OIT requires validated. licenses for all 
shipments to those areas. 


The purpose of blanket licenses is to 
enable exporters to cover a number of 
orders with one license, under certain 
circumstances, instead of requiring them 
to obtain a separate license for each 
order. Exéending the use of this pro- 
cedure will simplify dealings of export- 
ers with OIT. 

If it is found that processing a BLT 
application will require an extended 
period of time because of the necessity 
for prolonged consideration of one or 
more of the proposed ultimate consign- 
ees, a blanket license will be issued ex- 
cluding such consignee or consignees. 
By this method, undue delay will be 
avoided in processing the application. 
OIT in such instances will notify the ap- 
plicant that an individual license appli- 
cation may be submitted to cover each 
excluded consignee. 


The blanket license procedure has al- 
ready been in effect for all “R” com- 
modities (commodities requiring licenses 
for shipment outside the Western Hem- 
isphere but not to destinations in North 
and South America and adjacent is- 
lands), and for a number of metal and 
chemical products. 


The revised procedure is announced 


in OIT’s Current Export Bulletin No, 
694. 


Household Chinaware 
Duty To Be Unchanged 


The Tariff Commission report on its 
“escape clause” investigation with re- 
spect to certain kinds of household china 
tableware dutiable at trade agreement 
rates of duty, made public on February 
6, carried no recommendation to the 
President for the withdrawal or modifi- 
cation of any of the duty concessions 
applicable to those products. 


On the basis of its invéstigation the 
Commission found that, notwithstanding 
a fourfold increase in imports of such 
household china tableware in recent 
years, the imports are not causing or 
threatening serious injury to the domes- 
tic industry producing like or directly 
competitive products. 


Correspondingly, the volume of do- 
mestic output of similar products in 
1951 (the latest year for which complete 
data are available) was more than five 
and one-half times as large as the aver- 
age output in the prewar years 1937 to 
1939. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 


Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for the 
new Foreign Commerce Weekly at 
$3.50 per year ($4.50 to foreign 
addresses). 


Pre E ICCC eSISEP IO iii tt tit TTY 


State.......0. 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce field office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check 
or money order payable to the Treasurer of 
the United States. 


Zone........ 
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